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Yes, beloved, when Hisjoumcg brought [Him to exhaustion and the brink of weariness, Jesus SAT
DOWN! We could learn MUC}“I from our Saviour! [f He HAD to rest, how much more do we? [e,
without sin, lived the Pergect examp|e for us. \Where we have tendencies to labor in our own strengtl—u, battle
on our own, clepcnc{ upon our own ideas for !‘)C!P, pour out what we do not even have inside, we still do not
have the tcndcncg to slow down, sit down, and rest! |n fact, even though we are commanded all throughout

Scripture to REST (see the 10 Commandments and all of the otherverses on RE. ST, there is some-

’ching within us that resists this source of strengt}*ﬂ We ccrtain!g can learn of Jesus in this arcal

Jcsus cor\stantlg went about c{oing the “ittle thir\gs” for others. Hc constant!g Pourcd out into the lives of
others. T his is exhausting! Any mom knows this demand. Remember that verse at the beginning of this ar-
ticle? “You, t/u-:n, who teach ot/:crs, do you not teach ﬂoursc/f?"Komans 2;27a {/\// W Paul seems to know
that there is a tcnc{cncg for the teacher not to sit and learn! Hc knew that we need to be taugl‘nt, Pourcc{
into, in order to have angthing to Poumcor‘th into those that we teach!

\Jesus modeled the !i{:estglc of the PerFect Teacl’xer. [He showed in [His life what was needed when all was
Pourccl out—Hc Pu”ecl apart to be with Goc{ alone. As Gocl filled Him up, He was reaclg to pour forth
into the lives of others! Hc took the time in the midst of hcavg demands to Pu” apart to be with God, the
on13 Source that rea”g fills us back uPl [He took time to rest and refilll And, [e was able to reach the
mark! O!‘), yesl! We CAN learn of Him and find all we need to make Homcschooling casy!

Jesus T eaches YOU Too!

Tired? Wcary? Necd Endurancc’? Necc{ Strcngti‘x’? Hcar the ca”’.’.““'Comc toMc, a//you who Jabor and are

Aca\y faden and overburdened, and | will cause You to rest, /7 will case and refieve and refresh gour souls, J Ta;éc my
5oéc upon you and Jearn of me, for / am gcnt/c @cck) and humble (/ow/ﬁ) in /7carl; and 'you will find rest (rc//cf and ease
and refreshment and recreation and blessed quict) for your souls. /: ormy 5o;éc is wholesome ( usc)[u/, goaa’——not' /7ar5/7,

hard, 5/1.9/]:), or Prcssm‘g but comfortab/c, gracious, and P/casani), and My burden is //g/n!' and casy to be borme.”
Matthew 11:28-30 C4mlo//f/éc/ Rible)

Oh! Hear Him ca”ing? Come to ME! He, alone, will cause you to rest! Tofind case! T ofind relieh To
find education that is re)cresl’lingl Tofind FOUN! And, to find quiet for your soull You get—rest, blessed
restl A new Hokcl A new burden! But, most of all a T eacher Who Promises that [e will be there each

stcP of the way to teach you, so you may teach!

}‘lappg Homesclﬁoohng for YOU TOQOm

Excerpted from T‘lomesc!—]ooling The Easg W33 Magazine, Volume 1
Companion Tapc Available.
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Dcveloping Your OWN Fhilosophg of
I" ducation
Bg Cinclg Rushton

Wclcomc to anothcr\gcar‘. Can you believe it? Anothcr school 3carl Arc you rcadﬂ? Are you on track
again? Are tl’lings starting to settle in? Are you still waiting on some of that curriculum? Sl working in

new things into your clailg schedule? Still trying to make evergtl’xing fit togetl’xer?

| remember the Aours that | spent in our first few years of homcschoolingjust Pouring over cata]ogs,
magazine ads, curriculum belonging to my Friends...ges, it was HOUKS‘ You would all get a great |augh

out of my first look at a curriculum fair. | was so bewildered }33 it alll

| did not understand at the time that there /s not a magic formula for choosing curriculum or for
T“Iomeschooling for that matter! l had no idea that Homescl’looling would be a constant process of
growtlﬁ. That it is an individual process that constantlﬂ changes and grows with the individual child and
family. | found myself frustrated when | would get home and begin to teach only to find that things were
NOT scttling in to be as natural and easy as | would like. T his continued on until | bcgan to see that
(od Plannec{ to use fﬂomeschoo]ing to revive and restore our home for [is ca”ing for our)camilgl As you
can imagine, it took years before | found mysel{: tru13 free to follow the Holg Spirit as [e led me in the
way we were to go with OURgamﬂg!

] am so thankful for the freedom now that we have to follow [is gent[e |eac|ing in this area of our lives.
Mg prayer is that (God will help you move toward YOUR own Philosophg of education so that you will
not onlﬂ have [is direction in education, but also so you will be free to follow [Him in this wonderful

joumeyl [ et's take alook at how to cleveIoP our own Philosophg of education...

How to Dcvclop Your Own F}wilosophy orAPProach.Q.

There are two steps in developing your own Philosophg of education. | he first one is to determine

your own beliefs. Tlﬂe second is to getto know the various aPProacl’les.

Did you know that you a/rcac/y have your own Philosophy of education? Yes! You could write your

own book..design your own curriculum...and, of course, teach your own children! T his tells me that if you
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could do your own...you should be able to use other Pre»pﬁ)lished curriculum t0o??? T he strugglc is not
with your abilit3 or qua]hcications, the struggle comes as one mixes curriculum of one Philosophg with
People of another Pl’lilOSOPl’ly of education. | et me give you some examp!es of differences in Pl’xi|osopl'1g
that rea”g affect the success of applging Philosopl‘)ics and curriculum cgcctivelgm

What do YOU believe about education? [Jow are children made? \What are your children’s natural
bents? (Gifts? \What should a homeschool be like..formal, informal, student-centered, teacher-centered?
What should be the focus? [Jow do YOI teach best..with lots of preparation, as you go along,
teacher's manuals, cxploring, hands-on, rcacling...reacling one book or many at a time?? What creates the
most interest for you and your children? What gives you a Peaceucu], relaxed attitude? \What would you do
if you were completelg without the influence of ANYONTE. else? What is the most natural for you? [How

can you best use gourghcts within your home? What best clcvelops the giFts and purpose for your children?
What is Goc{’s best Forgoumcamilg? What is God’s Plan here?

T!’]ink througlﬁ your ideas. Do some soul searclﬂing. Decide how that YOU teach best. [Decide on
the way that YOUR children will learn best. [Find hclP from the various aPProachcsl Goforit!

Working Out Your Own Fhilosophy of [T ducation
While Choosing YOUR OWN Plan...

We have looked at the need to c{eve|oP our own Personal Philosophg...now what?? We”, now let’s work

out OUK own Philosophgl

ComParc with Scripture!
[irst, compare all with 5criPturel T ake what is laid out in 5cripture as your model. Don’t be afraid to
tear away the old foundations of education and }Jegfn your homeschool on the foundation of (God’s
Word. Al approaches say they are based on SCriPture‘ What do you think?? Are they? Do they really

match up with ALL that GOd sags’? What DOE5 GOd have to say about tcaching and training
children? (Go back througiﬁ the different aPProacl’xes and note whether tlﬂey take into consideration

HOW (God made you and your children? Do tl‘ncg take into consideration the demands of Familg life?
Bc sensitive to (God’s lcac{ingl KCCP re[ationships and child training as Primaryl A” else W]LL fall into

P!acel

ComParc with Your Li{:cstyle...
What does your year look like? \/\/hat would create balance? (onsider whether each aPProach or
tecl’mique is rea”g “do-able” withyourli?es’cyle? Would it take too much Preparation? Would you need too
much time at the table? |s it what you need for this Particular year? What will work best for you this year?
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Consider Your Moneg.,.

We all know that choosing curriculum is comcusing. | et’s simp[hcy !33 first cl'uoosing resources for our
basic ski”s.‘.Keaclfng and Math! Once children learn the basics of Reacling, all tlﬂeg will need is Practice‘
There is no greater text for Reading than the PBible. As for Math, choose a curriculum that is home-
Fricndlg...cha”cngcs the children to think and reason..and can be done without swa”owing up a largc
Por’cior\ of each dayl Tl’len, consider ways to teach that are inexPensive and fun for the other studies.
You could use angthing from your local librarg, your own librarﬂ, and other educational options that are

free like museums, historical sites, festivals, and so onl!

Ta‘cc Thc lclcas From F ach APProacl'l That Wl” HCIP You Meet Your Goalsl

Don'tfeel that you have to identiﬁj 3ourselmcwitl'| one aPProacI—u for life. Alt}ﬁougl’l we are primarilg using
the C}'larlottc Mason/Lthstyle of Learning APProac}‘ns} we still use many resources from the Classical
Approach and F’rinciple APProach for original source documents. \We occasiona”g do a Unit Stucly.
Flus, we have a text for Greek and Math. We combine the asPects (that F]T US best) of each
approacl’l to make our own Simplified Approach to Real Leaming. You can do the samel! (Use what is
most comfortable and most natural for you and your family! [Teel free to use the best resources from each
aPProachl (lean ideas from a”...espccia”y the ones that you see in FVERY aPProaclﬁ...\Nholc Books...
Real | ife ..(Character Training!

Choosc Rcsources Tf‘:at WI“ Appcal to YOU and YOUR CHILD RE_N‘

The first thing | learned when we began homeschooling was that leaming would have to be a Ihce|ong
process. Just because | hold a diploma, did not mean that | was finished Ieaming. Rather, it meant that |
had the ability to continue learning for life. As you select curriculum, decide to become a lifelong learner!
Become a fellow student with your children! Choose resources that will appcal to your whole Family...

YOU and YOUR CHILDREN. C.5. | ewis said, “No book is rea//ﬂ worth reaa//ng at the age of
ten which is not ec]ua//ﬂ (and often far mor@) worth reac//ng at the age of )[/)[iy and 5650174” Pick the

greatest resources...those that your entire Fami!g will crjoy while t}‘ncg build wonderful memories!

AclaPt What You Havc In Your Homc To Mcct Your Nccclsl

| have shelves and shelves of books from our childhood. Some are beloved stories that my mother read
aloud to me as ]grew up. Somc are old textbooks from co”ege. Somc are resource books from the years
of homcschooling. V\/c need not feel that we need to purge our shelves of all that we have because we use
a few ideas from a certain aPProacH [or example, although | am completely confident of aPProaching
language from the more natural methods of Copgwori(, Dictation, and Narration, | still have my old
resources from College for reference. Although | primariy teach [History and Science through Real,
Living Books, | still have textbooks when | need an outline! We can all use EVERY T HING that is in

our home to make homescl’looling fun and workable!
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Not Wanting ToGo All The Wag With A New APProach?
| you are not interested in complete[zj changing from the your way of c{oing things but you would like to
bring a breath of fresh air, tryjust imP|ementing one idea at a time. You migl’lt not want to)ump entire|3
into the (Charlotte Mason Approach, but you might want to establish a family reading time using whole,
living books. Or you may want to bcgin Picture Studies once a week!

Another oPtfon that often gives a much needed break is to try using the aPProach over your school
breaks. You might try Nature Study during the summer..Whole books during Christmas...(|nit Study
during Spring Preaki ]Fﬂou find that this aPProach is what you want, you can learn more and ac{aPt more
into your home bit 133 bit!

Bc Surc to Gct SUPPOH:...

Therc is a lot of Pricclcss suPPort available to homeschoolers today. Usc your support! 1 treat mgschc
to subscriptions to kindred newsletters/magazines. You will find mine with water spots from coming a[ong
for !ong hot baths at the end of the c]ag..‘or sand from our many triPs outside...or Pressed flowers tucked
inside from moments stolen away at our local Parkl T hese are my dear friends that | can take along with me

to cheer and encourage me along the Wayl

| also must admit that | am a “r‘!opclcsslg Addicted ConFerencc Attendeel” | get wcargjust as you all
do! l have been amazed at the way | am ministered to through the wisdom of others shared through

conferences and workshops? ] am a/ways that person on the front row!

Ohne other “addiction’ is our monthlg Mon’s Stuclg GrouP. Just as my children need a constant
suPPly of ideas, so do |! My mind is fed as | consider great ideas and as | feed on the simplc how-to’s that

are working for rea/moms in the trenches!
g

If that did not sound like cnougl’x, we l‘navc)ust birthed another addiction! We began a list for Time For

Teaonline! |t's purpose is to encourage and insPirc women to cn_jog their ca”ing.

T ake a look around you at all the wonderful oPtions to encourage you along the way! You will find

gement along the wagl

many Practical ideas, spechcics on tcac}‘ning, and inspiration and encourag;

chp ]n Mind That GOD (Gave Your Chllcl To You!
Thisis Probab!g the most imPortant Point | could share with youl Thisis Probably the most imPortant
Point | can ever make. \We have to kecp in mind that (God gave us our children.

Gocl has confidence in our ability to teach our own children. [is desire is not for us to give them all the
best that money could ]:)ug. His desire is for us to give them contact with [im tl’xrougl—u His Word and

direct contact with our own heart t!‘wroug}‘n c{ecp home rclations!‘xipsl [He wants for us to give
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OURSELVES.Our FAITH, Our LOVE, Our NURTURE, and Qur WISDOM:

The giFt of 3ourse|¥ is more Precious than angtl’ling that money could bug. (hoose todag to trust

goursel{ your interests, your child’s interests to make your own individual aPProaci‘x to education!

Choosc todag to be humblg submitted to God for [Hlis Plan for your child Thcn, you CAN make

homeschooling great!

e

E_xccrptcc{ from Homcschooling! Digging |nto All of the OPtions
Companion tapes are ALSO available!
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Evaluating (_urriculum...

Bg Cinclg Rushton

As you sPchJ your time Praying and dccic{ing on curriculum, here are some considerations...

|s it l’lomeﬂcrienc”g.‘.is it written especia”y for the home? |s it written }33 parents or bg “Pro)cessionals?”

]s it casy to use..do you have to have a teacher’s manual or is the work casy to understand in the book

itself?
Are the lessons short and concise?

Doesit encourage the children to learn on their own? T o become interesting in the whole subj’ect...

Possiblg as a Pro{:cssion??
Would your children choose to stuclg this in their free time?
Are you givinggourscl]c a balance between the children working indcpendcntlg and alone with you?

Does this curriculum equip the child to learn on their own or does it make them (and 3ou) depenclent

upon onlg this curriculum sequence (except for Math which rea% needs to be on a sequcncel)
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Our Simpli{:icd APProach To

RITAL Leaming
Bg Cinclg Rushton

5}:76(,‘/;3/ Note...| t/mug,@t that this part ofa c/mpi.'cr in our new book Homcscﬁoo/ing..D@ng/nto Al [ ofthe Opt/ons m/g/zt bea
big help for some of you as you begin organizing your homes for another big [Jomeschool Year. My challenge is for you to really
think out your own zspproac/)k Jé/ﬁ T[orﬂour /[am//ﬂ. 7 his will make p/ann//zg ca5/'cr...(/ay~ég~c/qg /hzln/cmcntat/on casier...and
continuing t/zci /'our/my for the “/0/7g~/zau/” much, much easier. | "/Jo/:ne you c;y'oﬂ/

Ob1JF you want more details about this /9004, Jook at the end of the manual!

Go to (God... God rea”g cares about what we do in our [Jomeschools. No matter where we are...
what our needs may be...or where we are in the Jourrweg, we can listen to hear the Lorc] gently
bcckoning to us, “Come to ME, all you who labor and are l'lcavg laden and overburdened, and | will
cause you to rest. (| will case and relieve and refresh your souls.] Take MY YOKE upon you and
learn OF ME., For] am gcnt]c (mccl() and humble (low]g) in heart, and you will find rest (rclic{:, ecase
and refreshment and recreation and blessed quict) for your souls. For MY YOKE is wholesome
(usc{:ul, goocl—-not harsl'l, l’larcl, 5l'|arP, or Prcssing, but com{:ortablc, gracious, and Plcasant), and MY
BUKDEN is light and easy to be borne» (Matthew 11:28-30 (AmPIhCied) The first thing is our
foundation. A” begins }33 going to Gocl, seeking [Him and [His way. When tlﬁings get to going awry,
the first thing | do is compare all to this passage. T his simplifics what | am doing, [f what | am doing
becomes a labor, heavg, or ovcrburdcning, it must go! If the 3ol<c | am carrying bcgins to feel harsh,
hard, sharp, or Pressing, | immec{iatelg begin to re-evaluate. |t may be that what | am doing is ok, 011!3
going at an unreasonable pace (slow OR fast). |t may be that what | am clofng is not ok...it must be
sacrificed so we can have the best that (od has to offer. The only way | can know which way to go is
to come to the | ord and let [im give me [is Pchcct Planl This has been kcy n Finclingjust the right

way for me and my children.

Make Homcschoolinga ItistchI As | have come home—all the way home—to teach my children, | have
found that (God has riches in store for the Familg tcaching their children as a lhccstglc. Those riches
can be missed if we do not take the time to be a Family. Oh, there are the sweetest memories that
directlg result from leaming toget!'xer as a Ii{zestg!e. Jt is so much more tl’xanjust the lessons. T he
sweetest memories are built around the rc|ations!‘1ips, with one another and our studies. [Jowever, this

c{ocsn’tjust haPPen. |t takes time for rclationships to be built. T his time is onlg available as we set up
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lcaming as a 1hccst316 not a block of “school.” But, this can only haPPcn when we bcgir\ to view
education as a Ihcestgle of c{iscipleship..a” of the time, with all of life. A Iegacg. Fow? Seize every
moment. Teac!ﬁ your children along the way. Develop a lhcestgle that passes down to your children a

o and most of a”, a decP love of Fami]g‘

decp love of lcarnina

Tal(c the best of ALL the aPProac['lcs to weave togctlﬂcr a l:(/ILL education! One t}wing that |

loved about }womeschooling was that I could weave toget}ﬁer the best of all that is available. I loved the

t!‘wougl’xt of using the best books. ] have found some of the greatest treasures tl‘nrough

&

recommendations found throughout all of the different aPProachcs. This rca”g hclpcd me since | had
no idea what | should read to my children when we first began homeschooling. | loved the thought of
using origina| source documents. | love how t}weg are rfgl’lt at your Fingerﬁcips courtesy of some of the
different writers for homeschooling! | loved the casy tips for teaching children. As a Mommy who had
NQ idea where to }chin as | bcgan thisjoumcy of homcschooling, | have treasured the writers who
have walked me througl’l each step of how to teach languagei.. math... l’}istorg... geograpl’lg.u nature
studies... art... music... so on! |t has been Price!ess l’lClP so that | could getonto en)’oying my little ones!
These are only a few of the ideas that we have taken into our [Jomeschool, but | recommend this to

you as wll. You don't have to do it all today. Just take a look at where your greatest need is and hunt
down that help that will breathe life into your [Homeschool.

DcvcloP YOUR Fhilosophg of = ducation! T his was one of the things that has been most

beneficial in setting me free to enjog thejoumey of homesclﬁoo!ing. ]t was not until l could see God’s

ways, God’s wi”, and God’s P|an for education that | was comPletelg free to enjog the little t!’n’ngs

along the way. Until then, | felt guiltg when we got lostina great book. | would feel so defeated if we
took [onger on a lesson than | was cxpccting...]corgct how FUN it was! As | drew closer to the | ord, |
found that all began to fall into Placc | began to devour studies that | onlg dreamed of Pursuing. Did
you notice that “” devoured studies? As | continued my leaming, my children cauglﬂt the Passionl Je
was contagjous! Not to mention as | &ug into studies, | began to find easier ways to learn toPics‘ ]
found neat ideas just from the way that | learn (Notcbooking, research tcchniqucs, writing
techniquesi..) that helped my children to find Practica] ways to learn their lessons. T his was what

brought an ease and relief to the Pursuit of education in our]camily‘

chP clisciplcsl'lip for the call as the Primarg focus! |tis so easy to turn our hearts away from the
MAIN thing. | believe that it is easy to lose our first love. [For this reason, we constant!g evaluate our
focus to make sure that our heart is turned toward (God and our home. T his comes 133 staying in the
Word, ]ctting it constantly renew our minds, PuriFg our hearts, and renew our vision for c{iscipling our
children. [How do we disciplc? Jt first bcgins with bcing COMFPLETE inourcall Thereis a battle
waging for the heart of our home. So much hits us, temPting us to go after the allure of the world or
con&emning us for the commitment to our )Camilgml:)ut we must be strong. We must know that there is

NO greater calll Our children do not need the best education affordable...nor do they need all of
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the possessions that we can Providc for them...nor do thcg need all of the opportunities for lessons
and socialization that we can uncover. Qur children need to know and love (God. He has the only
answers to their deepest questionsu.rle has all that tl’xeg need to meet ay need of their !ives...AND
[He cares about any and every thing in their life. Qur children need to know WO we are and
WHAT we know...in other words, thcg need to know US! God made no mistakes Placing our
children in our home. e wants for us to pass on ero we are! Our children need for us to focus
more on ministering to THEM than teaclﬂing them. Tl‘ley need those clfsciplines that will ]:)ring them
to true greatness. | hey need for us to get back to the simple call of discipling them along the way!

Ccntcr ALL around the {:amilg. T his is one of the first tl—n’ngs | noticed about our Familg as we began
to }‘lomesclﬁooL ] remember one day as ] sat at the Park watc!’u’ng Matthew and Ehsabet!ﬁ P|ay‘ He
was 5 and she was 2. | watched them giggle...| watched her follow cach and every one of his steps...|
watched him gently hc[P her up the slide...] watched them Plan every move»togcthcr. As | sat there in
that Park, | began to well up in tears. | had a dream life. Theg loved each other so deeplfj. At that
age, i Matthew had been in school, he would have been T (OO cool for a little sister to follow along‘
She, and e, would have missed a relationship that (God intended for them to have for life.
Homcschooling affords the oPPortunitg for all to center around the Familg. Our focus has been to
learn as a Famflyma” ages togethermleaming together.‘.lﬁavfng Fun“.lﬁaving aclventuresu.building
memories. My belief has been that if something is drudgery for my children, then | must evaluate why |
am doing it. |f we don’t cnjog it as a gamily, it goes! This has dcvclopcd a c{ccP love for learning, but
even greater a c]eeP love for Fami!g. Not to mention, we build relationships with one another that are
Priceless‘ We will alwags have sweet memories of great books that we have read toget!’xermtlﬁose great
discussions that we have shared togct!‘wer as we have c{igestecl great ideas throug]’w literature, art,
music, and Poctry...thosc fun Fami!y dags on the boat, at the creck, at the bcach, at the museums, or

just in the woods in our own backgard...those late night gfggle sessions over those )Cami|3 stories that

we tell over and over and over again! When we come to the end of this Homeschoolingjoumeﬂ, | amin

prayer that we will have a storehouse full of grcat memories that can onlg be afforded as we say

“NQO to all of the tcmptations to divide up oueramilg and our]CamiI}j time.

Dcvclop skills to learn and allow the process of 1caming to take Placc rather than focusing on
subjccts and certain studies. |f there is one thing that has helped us the most, it has been the season
that | spent rc~cducating mgsclxc about what education rca”g is. During that time, | Fina”g learned what
education rea”y is. Things have never been the same. | never understood that education is a process
in every area that we want to learn about. | he main tl‘ring is not the “suf)jects” that are studied. Jtis
teaching the skills of how to learn for oneself and giving a love for |earning‘ If our children are
cquippcd with the skills to learn, then tlﬁcg can learn any and all subjccts. |f thcg c{evclop the idea that
!earning is &elight}cul, then tl’leg will never stop Iearning because theg will become hooked on mind-
food! T hen, all we have to do is slow down for the process of lcarning to take Place. Slow down so

theg can soak in all that is before them.
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E_ncouragc clelight—-clirectecl studies. Coming from the idea that parents rea”g needed to have a
direct influence on training up their children, you can imagine how | strugglec* with the idea of |etting my
children go on their own. | Prayed and pragec{ to seek out (God’s view of education and how e
would have me to teach my children. [Te took me back to my life...and those of many of [is greatest
servants. | }chan to see that it was not until a person dcvclops a Passion for one topic that 1caming
takes off. We can pour into our children for years and years, but until tlﬁey begin to LO\/E a toPic
and make it their own, t}']ey will not choose to learn forlife. | also began to see that a clecp Passion for
one topic ALWAY@ leads to another..and another...and another. But, there is ONE_ difference.
|f one has studied one Particular toPic in depth, thcg will not be able to let another topicjust breeze
througl’l their IiFe.A.they will want to devour it with the same Passion. This is so key to becoming that
person (God wants for each of us to be AND for }Jeginning a Ii}cestgle of real education. T}we
neatest thing is that somewhere in all of those studies the Holg Spirit take over and gives us the
Preparation that is needed for our call. Encouragc your children to take the time to learn o c{ccply
that they L OVE Ieaming. | et them have enough free time that theg can ?reelg &ig into a stuc|3 &eep
enougl’l to become intimate with Peop!e throughout Historg, beautg in (God’s world, and ideas that
have shapcc{ the world!

Give direct contact and influence with great Pcoplc! T his has been a main-stay in our home. | am

thankful that | was influenced early in ourjourney to treasure the great Peoplc in our lives, past and

present. Real Pcoplc influence our children. | have sought to Providc my children with rclationships
with great People...tl’)rough real life and real literature. ] hose People are part of sl’laping the lives of
our children. We have ’caught our children to !isten.”rea”g listen to others. | o learn from their lives.
To glean wisdom from their mistakes and successes. [Jow have we done this? \We love to have meals
and gc”owship with great Pcoplc. Our children simplg devour their time with missionaries, writers,
great teachers, and even those quiet Peop[e who rea”y shaPe the world! We also make it a Prioritg to
read each and every dag. ] remember listening to Harveg and Laurie Blueclom as t!’xeg shared the

g a Fami|3 rcacling time for a minimum of 2 hours each dag. | sat there tl‘xinking,

«OH, Lord! | would | OVI_ that, but how??” (God stcPPcc{ rlglwt up to my aid. e showed me a time

of the c{ag that was PerFect for our Family to cur] up, uninterrupted to devour books. For us, this was

imPortancc of havin

at the end of the c]ag. We could curl up from 10 FM until we could not read any more! Tl’lis was
PerFect for those books that we simply have to continue reading until we are done (in the wee hours of
the nightl). We did not have the rest of the c{ay Pounc{ing on us bcckoning us to move on to do more,
we could relax and enjo\zj. T his has been one of the greatest tools for c{isciPleshiP and ministry to the
heart of our children. | believe that the influence from great People will be an anchor in the lives of my

children througlﬁout whatever they may face in their lives!

Usc the \/EKY E)EST resources in this short time! \We all know how fast life passes us by. This

week my son becomes a teenager, a young man. As ] look at this young man who is now taller than ] am

(did not take him Iong on that onel)..who will soon be shot forth into our culture to minister for the
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| ord, ] am overwhelmed }39 how little our time to shapc and disciplc them rcally is! Becausc of this, ]
am highlg convicted that Al | that we do each and every cla}j must seize each and every moment. We
weiglﬂ out all that we do }33 this. The great thing is that we usua”y make we”~thouglﬂt out, wise
decisions. | he sad thing is that sometimes we don’t! When | think that in the 8-12 hours of reading a
book, | am either imqucncing my children to greatness and encouraging them onward toward their call...
OR | am tearing down my own home and my own teachings, | am comPletely humbled. | }Jegin to step
slowly and listen fn’cent19 to the Holy Spirit’s leaclingl This simPthies my )Cocus.“mg choices...and the

options for our time!

Dcvclop Family ministry. (God kinda had us in the middle of ministry before | realized how much He
could use it for ec]ucating our children. ] had no idea that all of those sweet character lessons ] would
teach my children were really better taught by my examplc as | ministered to my family and others that
(God brought into my circle of inﬂucncc...rig}ﬁt before the eyes of my children. | had no idea that | was
Howing it on those dags when | was rushed, too rushed to take time to minister a sweet encouragement
or smile or simplfj listen to others along the way. | had no idea tlﬂeg were watcl’ling. But thcg are. We,

on mission field to be in ministry for the Lorcl. We, nor our

nor our c]’wiHrcn, need to goawaytoa Foreia

childrcn, need to have a “Public ministrg” on the streets Passing out tracks or behind a Pulpit tcaching
our hearts out. |n fact, if we rea”g want to maximize our influence, we must minister in the little tl‘rings‘
Littlc tl‘n’ngs all along the way! This influence will be contagious to our children. |t will hclP them to
bcgin to minister from their toddler years. Jt will become one of their greatest treasures of life as thcy

continue the legacyl

Rclax and cnjog thcjoumcy! So often, we get to t!‘xinking that W have to make this education

happcn. God has a better wagl [He wants for us to walk with Him in Faith, Ietting Him directly lead
and teach our little ones. |f we canjust realize how much more [ can do as the T eacher of our
cl’xilciren, we could relax more. We could see that He rea”ﬂ is the onlg One Wlﬂo knows exact|3 what
our children need..who they will become...and what they need to minister for [Jim with their life. We
can trust [im to direct us, for one thing because Hc V\/]LL and for another because Hc loves our
children FVIEN more than we do! T rust [im. Giive [Him a chance. | et [Him direct all in your
[Homeschool. T hen, you will find that the burden will be |igl‘1t and easg...and you will have rest, blessed
rest for yourjourney! You will have fun. You will enjoy the journcy!

«Come to M, all you who labor and are l-rcavg laden and overburdened, and | will cause you to rest. (J will ease and
relieve and refresh your souls.] Take MY YOKE. upon you and learn OF ME,, for| am gcntlc (meek) and humble
(]owly) in heart, and you will find rest (relief, ease and refreshment and recreation and blessed c.]uiet) {:orgour souls.
For MY YOKE is wholesome (useful, goocl—not harsh, hard, sl—rarp, or pressing, but comfortable, gracious, and
Plcasant), and MY bURDEN is ligl‘\t and casy to be borne.
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Need a D0~Ab]c Koutine???
Bg Cinclg Kushton

Midycarl Can you F VN believe it?? My son is Finishing up his soPhomorc yearin r”iigh School while
my daugl’lter is wraPPing up her seventh grade year! | don’t know about you, but this year has alreacly be

ﬂging }33 and now it is almost Spring~time again! WOWIE !

After the holidags | have found myscllc a bit “olcF~l<cg.” We bcgan bui[c{ing on to our home cluring the [Holi-
dag Season and we are almost ready to welcome our business to its home here on r”]uckleberry r“l:“ ]n the
meantime, | have been re-organizing and re-strategizing to comPletelg re-vamp our business and our routine

to once again aclapt to the business being in our home.

Wl’la’c about 3ou? ] have been gettfng letters like crazy asking about how we are balancing 50 many areas of
life and asking for tiPs on how to organize the home and set up routines that can work for REAL families!
Soooo0, if this is your need too, this article isj ust for YOUI!

Homescl’xools are all very, very different. Each and every home all has its own Package that makes the
home full of }3|essings] c!‘)a”cnges,Jog, and even trials. The onlg t!‘n’ng that rea”ﬂ is a “blanket” need for all
homeschools AND all families is the great need for routine!

53 setting up Familg routines, we take away much of the clai|3 stress and Pain of c]ecicling who does what,
when they are to do whatever, and how much they are to do. Routines are simplg aMUST! Qur children
have strugglcd at times when the routines were not clcarly defined OR were in total chaos. | ikewise, |
have felt the frustrations that come a[ong with constant decisions to be made or the Pu” of constantly hav-
ing “extra” tl’lings to think about that could bejust part of the routine, Ieaving my mind to think of more im-
portant thingsl

So, what are some ideas for bringing routine into the home? What are some Practical, yet FASY ways
to bring more order and peace into your home? The Fo”owing tl’loughts are a ho&gepoc’ge of my
’cl’lougl’lts on routine that I have collected tlﬁrouglﬁ the years in my Persona|journa|s. ]t has l’ICIPCC{ me so
much to go back over these Practical helps‘ | pray that it will !‘)CIP as | share them with you...

Makc Surc that Godis ]:lRST"

Remember that when you are Planninggourlcamilg routines, give Prioritg to the most important thing‘ | know
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that the academic education of our children is a very high Priority. [Jowever, there are many highlg edu-

cated People in our culture who are very dissatisfied and disillusioned with life. DeeP down, tl’ley krnow

that there is more to life! AND goocl news! | hereis!

The most imPortant thing is our rclationship with God! |n 1 Timothg i:5,we find that (God is very clear
about our educational goals. | think Heis abso[utely Pl’)enomenah As the “Per'Fect Teacher, His clarit]j is
unmatchable! \What are those goa|5 of instruction? TI’ICH may surPrise you, but | doubt it: “love from a

pure heart, a goocl conscience, and a sincere faith.” 7 his onlg comes from a Passionate relations)‘wip with

God!

|n our culture, we have almost deified education at the expense of dethroning God! [ ducation has be-
come an idol that demands worsl’xip of those from all faiths and cultures. Yet, even education will not })ring
that soul satisfaction that we all seek for! We are all made with a void in our souls that cannot be satisfied

with anyone or angtl’xing else but God.

T he only satisfaction for this huge void is a relationship with our |_ord. Relationships are not built spend-
ing one hour a week (or | will indulgc the “6-hour-a wcck~don’t~miss~anything~at~clﬁurdﬁ crew”—six hours a
weekl!) in a crowd with 500 others, c!’xeckfng out the local s’cg|es, singing a few hgmns, Praging a!ongside of
those who are praying, and leaving after maybe a tear or two fallst REAL relationships take time
AL ONFE. Rca”y listcning. Rca”g getting to know one another’s hearts. \/ibrant rclationships require
time and commitment. | ime set aside and devoted in whole to buil&ing the relationship and developing a

closer tie dag~i:>3~clayl

Mang of us who homeschool KNOW this...but, do our routines truly reflect our Passion for God? \/\/c all
need our time with (God as a first Priorit3 in lifel | nothing else is done each day, why not the quiet times?

Wlﬁy not a few moments of solitude spent one-on-one with Gocl each &ay? W!’]g not a few moments to

pour out our hearts to the Lorcl and let Him pour forth His heart into ours? Yes. T hisis | . MAIN
THING!

| know this. However, often | mgse!{: find the struggle is more for the to-do’s than for my relatfonsl’xip with
God OK with the children. If we value the relationships the most, we find that our Priority becomes that
time to talk, reac{, rclax, and even work togethcr. ch, there is alwags more work to do than there is time to

do it. We must accept that reality while Planning the time that we devote to that work around time with
(God and each other!

FAMILY®

This brings me to the next area that must be a Prioritg when setting up a routine that will rea”g work: WraP

the entire schedule around {:amily lifet
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f:or many, many years, ] tried to set our whole routine around the model of “school.” V\/e set our “school

lessons” during the same hours as the Pub!ic schools. \/\/e even took the dags off that theg took og, except
for Summer break!

] was Prouc] of the “work” that was }Jcing done, but it seemed that little things would knock me “oxcxc~m3~
rocker!” Litt[e things would throw my whole life into chaos.

Fina”g, the Lorc{ bcgan to convict me about sccking out a whole “|hcest9|e” of learning, not mcrc|3 “school

)

at home.” A Iixccstylc that got back to [is c{csign for the Fami]g in the first Placcl

| knew c{eep in my heart that if | were going to have a “li{:estyle” of !eaming, then it meant that our dailﬂ rou-
tine would have to be more relaxed, slower Pacecl, and wrappecl around our gamib life. Tl’n’s was in direct

contrast to ourxcamilg life bcir\g wraPPcd around “school.” Thc difference was immeasurable!

Dacldg was no |onger an inconvenience, but the central Figure of our homedlife! [He could at last be the

“King of His Castle” and “Fricst of our [Home.?

Lessons did not have to relg on textbooks——but, many of the lessons could at last come from our life TO~

GFTHER asa Familyl

The difference is like setting a bird free from the cage in which all of her life has been spent, so at last she
could )qy free!

So,want a very imPortant suggestion for cstab]ishing a do-able routincjust for YOUR xcamilg? Wrap life
around being a Familgl | earn togetl’ler. | _earn from cach other. Set up a lhcestgle of Iearning that can go

on Forgenerations to come!

What ARE Wc RE_ALLY 5UPPoscc] to Tcacl‘f???

Leaming can be)’ust this simp!el T he education of our c]ag has become entireb TOO complex and ab-

stract! So, what ARE_ we supposcd to be tcaching anyway??? Tcach your children the SKILLS TO
LEARN and give them a PASSION for lcarning! Knowing this can make all of the difference in the
world when you are setting up a DO-ADBI L routine!

How’? We”, many hours are wasted in many children’s lives each c{ag‘ E_\/E_N those that homeschool.

Curriculum comPanics have convinced us that we need books to teach Spc”ing, Grammar, Litcraturc,

Language Avrts, Phonics, Reading, \/ocabu]ary...and that)ust covers | ANGUAGE. ART S

Going back to the old Paths, we find that ec{ucationjust 100 years ago was so much more simpler. |n addi-
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tion, that same education trained up thinkers who became the writers, artists, composers, thcologians, Poli~
ticians, inventors, and scientists that were world-changersl Toc{ag, the fruit of our educational system is

much too sparsel

What DO you need? Wc“, our children need a time set aside each c]a9 to 1carn, Practicc, and use skills of
!earning. What do those skills include? Theg include: reac’ing, writing, math, resecarch, record-keeping, and
later communicating what tlﬁeg have been leaming. From the time our children are very, very young, ’clﬁey

need c{ailg time set aside in our routines for their skills of lcaming to be learned and utilized!

Another thing that is needed in our every da\zj schedule is TIME . to pursue areas of our children’s per-
sonal interests. | his is the ONLY way to trulg encourage a love of !eaming in our children. Yes, little
children do | OV learning, T hey love everything, Put, their love of learning will dry up unless they have
the skills to continue Icarning for their whole life and cvcntua”y, the time and encouragement to spcnc{ time

!earning deeper in areas of their interests.

T}‘nc kcgs to |hce!ong Icarning are these two aspccts of woven togetl‘wcr‘ You can’t have one without the
other. Without skills to learn a child will cvcntua”y get frustrated when even trying to learn. Without alove
of |eaming, our children could possess all of the skills of learning, but never use those skills without an as-

si

gnmcnt and a deadline set up cxterna”g for them!

| wanted more! | wanted for my children to have the skills to learn AND a love of !earning that guaranteecl
that t!’xeg would use those skills to learn for the rest of their lives! T hese two goals !ﬂelpecl me to set up my
daily routine to hclP me offer a balanced education to my children.

QOur c{ailg routine includes a set time each c{ag to learn and &evelop their skills of Ieaming through a dafly
table time. Qur (Jai|3 table time covers a claf|9 time of Pible Studg as a Familg, daﬂg Copgwork in our
Notebooks, dai19 Math lessons, and dailg I:orcign Language lessons. Our children know what to expect
so there is no guesswork involved, thus our dailg stress of making small decisions of what to do each dag is

alleviated!

Flus, our children know what it takes to get their table time finished so we can work as a Familg on other
Prcﬂ’ccts. The Family time isjust as imPortant as academics, if not more so! Family time for our ?amilﬂ may
mean something different for our Familg than 5oursﬂft should since every Fami|3 is complete[rj different!
One day [Harold may work with the children on rebuilc]ing an old automobile. (T omorrow it looks like tl’xeg
will be working on changing my brake Pacls on my carl) Another dag Harold may work with the children on

a Prcject needed for building our office. E\/ny c{ag is different, but the lessons still have the bottom line—
we take the time with the children to teach them the things that RE_AL families need to know. Theg learn

Practical skills bg |eaming how to work with their hands. Theg learn character qualities as t}’]eﬂ have to use
them in working as a Familg‘ They learn social skills as tlﬁey learn to work togcthcr with us and with those
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that (God brings along our Paths. YCP, this is another imPortant aspect of 1camingl

But, this is not alll All work and no Pla3 is not the way that (God desfgnec] us! | mentioned that love of
learning, huh? \Well, we try to have a quict time of the day that cach of us can pursue areas of interests.
The children USE those skills of Icaming that thcg have learned and continue to learn through the years
during this time! Actua”y Probablg more in c{epth than cluring our table time!

Right now, | am writing this article. Matthew is reading about (Glock Autopistols (surprised??7). [ lisabeth
is rcac{ing about cats AND drawing sketches of her favorites in her “notebook.” And, [Harold is lcisurc|3
reac{ing about Hging. We are “using” those skills to learn more, but this is not because of assignments.
Rather, we are using the skills we have to fill our minds with that necessary daily food to keep us insPirecl
and growing!

T ake alook at your routine to see if it allows short times to learn and Practice the skills of !eaming (long
times will burn Al | of you out and Possibb do more clamage than goocl!) and if there is enougl—u time to

pursue those interests that would instill of love of lcaming’?’??
OoPs..‘Stiﬂt or Flcxiblc?’??

YCP! Thc hardest thing in the world for me as we bcgan homcschooling was to learn that MY Plans were
not a|wa35 GOD'SFPLANS! Shocking huh?7?

Once l learned to be more flexible tl‘nings rca”g got muc}'l, much better! Mg Plans never took into account
those gorgeous sunny c{ags in JANUAKY‘ Nor did my Plans take into consideration the moments that
needed to be seized to rea”y teach the heart of my children. Know what ] mean?

So, remember that you can feel free to alter any given routine!

As we go througl’) lhce, we find that life is so short. Tl’}e sunny moments simply must be snatched along the

way. Some lessons on|3 come a!ong once in a lifetimel

[ ven in Charlotte Mason’s schools, she would ring a bell on nice dags and set off for an all c{ay
exPeditionl (Can we be this spontaneous? Yes, dutg calls and resPonsibiIities should be accePtec]

lﬂabitua”& BUT, all the c]utg and responsibility is out of balance without the |iber’c3 to enjog life and its

sPontaneitg..‘wit]ﬁout time to make Precious memories!

Choosc the BEST!

AH throug]ﬁ the years, we will face oppor’tunities and options to include so much in the education of our




fﬂomesclﬂooling Thc Easg Wa9 Mamua!

children. One of the blcssings of homcsclﬁooling today is that there are so many wonderful activities and
lessons. We have evergthing from field triPs to online classes...coops to civic events...sports to geography

bees. T he 5‘(3 is tru!g the limit!

Wc all want for our children to have ALL of the ac{vantagcs that we can givc them. f”‘lowcver, somewhere
we have to choose the very best! T here are so many GOOD things. Those gooc{ things can battle

against our focus so that we do not have time for the very BPrEST thingsl ltjust takes a little while before

our routines are so overcrowded with trulg great activities, but no real substance!

We have to be constantly de~c|utterfng when it comes to time. We all have only 24 hours in each and every
dag‘ Tl’lese &ays are Hying by‘ We need to redeem the time and use each moment as Gocl wants for us to

use it!

We need to KNOW where we are going? Wl’xﬁ are we c{oing what we are doing? Are we stressed out
gust ask the kidsD)? Can we stay l’lomejust ONE &ay? [How are our children behaving’? (T hese can be
little warning signs to let us know if we are doing too much or if the things that are really not important!). |s
more rca”y better? Are the things that we are c{oing TRULY the BEST”" ]s MOKE rca”y better?
W!’xa’c CAN go?

] tend to getso busg that l don’t have time to s’toP and think. ] don’t have cnough margir\ to slow down for
even tl']irtfj minutes to watch the sunset. (nless | constantlg guarc{ my IiFestﬂle all becomes “go-go-go...

rush-rush-rush?” Yes, }.)usg with stuff that is of very little or no value for me or my )Camilgl Stuff. .when |

want the BE.ST!

We must be very Particularl We must reach for the BF. ST We must guar& our routine to be sure that
we MAKE time for the imPortant“.tlﬁe eternall Evergt!’;ing is our ciag must be evaluated from an eternal

Pcrspcctive lcaving onlg those things that work toward the very best!

We need to schedule in time to plan...time to set goals...time to re-fill our cups! therwise, we are no good
p 8 p g

for families and friendsl. We need this time so that we can make those importan’c decisions KNOW]NC]
that we have had time to really hear (God and KNOW His perfect will for our children! So much respon-
sibi[ity! L IVE.S that we affect with dailg decisions! Put, it is notjust decisions. We also have to be filled
up with GOQOD stuff or we cannot pour forth into the lives of those we love the most! \Well, we can pour
Fortl’x.“but, | dor’t think those around me want what | have to offer apart from my (Jailg time with \)esusl We
need to slow down, be filled up, so we are prepared DALY to pour forth into the lives of others!

[ asier said than done, | know! | have those days that my whole &aib routine is upsect. | can begin the c]ag
fine with my quiet time (so of course it is not ME_”) Yet, the moment | come in contact with my Familg their
attitudes throw me for a Ioopl (after ALL | do to train them rightl!ll)
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That is when we need it even more! Thc routine is nothing if we lose sight of the most imPortant things:
bui!cling relationships, clisciP[ing our children up in the | ord, and making memories! Put, even these things
are utter!g fmpossfble unless we have time with the Lorc]l | KNOW how hard this can be!

When my children were little, | thought | would never be able to have a quic’t time without wiPing breakfast

cereal (sPi”ec{, of course) out of my Bible! Yet! T hat time was Price!ess! [t carried me throughl Jt laid the
foundation for my relationsl’xip with (God AND for my children to KNOW how to spenc{ their quiet times
with the Lorc{l GO F]Gu R

| you see this as an imPossibility, go to the | ord! Tell Him all about it. | assure you beloved! FHe WIL L
Provide. Hell Proviclc exactb what YOU need, but you need to trust that [ e will. Di!igently ask for [His
hclpl

Then, as our cups are filled...we must offer our families the VERY BE.ST! We must guarc{ the Family
routine to be sure that we MAK [T time for the imPortant...tl’xe eternall

We need to schedule in time to learn..time to Plag...timc to make sweet, sweet memories...time to rca“y en-

jog our children! Oh, time to fill their little cuPSl

We on19 have our children Forjust a little while. [For those with children that are now towering over their

heads, we only have our chilc}ren)ust a little while Ionger! | et us establish a home centered on GOD...

FAMILY.REAL LEARNING. forsaking all to choose the VERY, VERY BEST!

What will haPPcn? Oh, the stress will lessen. Thc eternal will haPPcn. Thc world will pass bg. And, you
will have a legacg, a legacy that (God designe& from the foundation of the earth for the goc”9 homeschool
Fami]gl

r‘lappy Homcschooling!

Excerpted from Homcschoo]ing! Thc F__asy Wag Magazinc Volume 2, |ssue 1
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Ochedule PLEEEEEEASSEEL!

HCIP ] Dor't Know Where to Begin??’?

Wi‘iat about sctting up a schedule that can rca”y be done??? Ncc& tiPs for sctting up a schedule

THE FASY WAY! Ready? [ere are some quick tiPs FOI"\IJOU to considerin your quiet time:

\ 4 Loo|< at your lti...Wi’iat is going on? What is your husband’s schedule? What are each of your
children nccding’? How much CAN you balance and still be effective? What is most imPortarit for
each and every ciag—to ]")CIP meet yourgoals, to l"lClP you teach the most needed stuciics, to i’icip you

balance teaching each orgour children?

What are 5ourgoais...\/\/i’1at is most imPortant for your Familﬂ? Where do you want to be next—potty
training? Oijeciience? Reacling? Writing without tears? Multiplication tables? \What do you need to
i‘icip you reach gourgoals?

Wl’ia’c does E_ACH child need? To learn to read? Write? Flag? Chores? T ime to research a toPic

of interest? | et this be the “main thing” until theg “getit.”

Wi‘lat needs to be done each dag? Thini( ti'irougii and Possibig discuss with your husband what
YOUK i:amiiy “should” get done in a &ag. [Harold and | decided that our Priority was for the
]CO”OWng to be done T VERY DAY Quiet~times, Chores} Ta}3|e~timc, Familg time, [ ree time to
pursue interests, Ministrﬂ/Busincss/APPrcnticcsi'iiPs, and Read Alouds. Having a gcncral idea of
what we found to be MOST imPortant helpeci us to relax when we had “interruptions” and
“distractions” that are inevitable in a real home. On those WONDEKFUL dags (dor’t think there
are MANY of those in one year!), we can get up carlier and get all done carly in the day, allowing
more time for ]’:amily Time and Free Time. On those ciays that the morning is shorter than desired,
we can roll into the basic frame work without stress and frustration throwing us off. Oh!' We also have
our i:amilﬂ schedule flexible in consideration to our traveiing schedule and Harold’s aiwags clﬂanging
work schedule. | ook at what needs to be done and how it can RELIABLY be accomplished in a
day. SCHEDULE in those naPs...Picnty of Piay time...and most importantlg, your quict time!

Most irnPortantigl Go to (God and see what [H|S Priorities are for each and every dayl Evergthing
can be on paper and still not work. |f there is one ti‘ring that | have learned D PLY this year it is
that cach day is truly the |_ord's day, [He has a perfect schedule for each day. While e wants for us
to have our ciags orciercci, Hc still wants compictc surrender to Him for those ciags that He has a
sPeciaI “esson” for our whole Famiiy (inc]uciing MOM) to learn! Sooo, most imPortantlg go to (God
each and every day with your schedule on the altar! You will have the best year 3etl
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A School Dag in a (_harlotte Mason

H OmCSChOO]
By Cindg Rushton

Exccrptec‘ from A Char]otte Mason Primer

So, what does this education look like in the home? T here are as many applications of the Charlotte
Mason APProacl‘n as there are families. T here is no right or wrong way to implcment these iclcas“j'ust
take these wonderful ideas and implcmcnt them your own Waﬂl That isjust what we have done...our own
way! Jn our home we have imPlemented a well-rounded Plan for our [hcestgle of Ieaming. Our Plan includes

seven aspects of a Real [T ducation. Comejofn us as we walk througl’l our tgpica! clag in our (Charlotte
Mason [Jomeschool...

Quict Timcs...Our days begin with each Famflg member having his/her own Persona[ quiet time. | his
is not Pre~&etermincc1 bg me. |~ ach member of our Familg spends their quiet time based on their own
abilities and Pregercnccs for stucly and worsl’xiP‘ The one thing that is determined as a standard is the

set time and the rcsPcct for the quict time of one another.

Chorcs‘..(/lsuaﬂg each )Camilg member rolls on into this aspect of our &ay as theg finish their Qpiet
Time. Bccausc our quiet times vary in time, this was the next Iogical time for our &ay‘ The children
are cxpcctcd to do their Portion of the chores. They feed their animals...%clp to clean the house...
he!P with maintenance of our vehicles...etc. T hese things are usuang checked over while everyone gets

readg for our “table time.”

T able Time... T his is the time each c{ag that we teach the skills necessary for our children to learn on
their own. We have short lessons in Bible Stucb/fsible Memory, Reading, Writing, | _atin/(reek,
and Math. T hese lessons are based on their individual abilities and spee& rather than on any certain
gra&e level. We have found that l‘waving a set time each day with set expcctations has l‘xelpecl our chil-
dren to work inchcndcntlg at carlier ages...bccomc rcsponsiblc for their own individual Progrcss...ancl

develop an enjoyment of these often tedious studies!

Family Time..Our family time is at a different time of the day than many families. \We have to finish
our work carlg in the day so that we can cnjog our morning and carlg afternoon with my husband. |
used to won&er_just wl’xg my husband would not l’lﬁlP me teach “subjects” that ] “deemed” as imPor’can’c.
Well, it was because he had much more important things to teach than a mere textbook! [He has the
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rcsPonsibility from (God to teach my children WHO HE. |S. This is Pcrhaps one of the most vital
lessons taugl’)t in our home. e teaches many skills that only he could teach, but that is not enough to
“educate” our children in the way that C]ocl wants for our children to be educated. T‘le has to teach

his love for (God.. his life storg/mcssagcmhis wisdom...his know]cclge...l’xis undcrstancling. There are

50 many lessons that are more vital than a mere subjcct and those lessons are tauglwt in our moments

with him. T his time usua”g frees me up somewhat because often my children sPend time with my hus-
band while | catch up on my resPonsibilities. | have been amazed to see the abilities of my children at
such young agcs..but it all comes from “catching” who my husband is..what a Familg is like...and who we

are as a Familg!

Frocluctivc Free Time... T his is the time that our children have free cach day to pursue interests, hob-
bies, and studies that tl’xeg would like to pursue on their own. [f you were to come into our home, you
would find our children doing a whole host of things that thcg enjoy. Our tgpical c{ag is a mix of any-
thing from obser\/ing and stuc{\zjing nature to writing books to helping dad build fix things to sicetcl'\ing
Prints studied in our picture studies to “dancing” to ((lassical Music to climbfng trees to Plaging dress
up to re-enacting a war to running to playing to doing crafts to practicing instruments to extending
hospitalitg to our extended 1Cami13 and friends...so on! | hese tlwings may not seem like “school” but

t!’xey are actua”3 the most Proc]uctive times of leaming for our )Camilgl

Ministrg,..This is one area of our lives that has afforded the most oPPortum'tics for our children to be
trained up for their ca”ings. Although we do Prfmarily minister in many obvious ways, we also take
great (Jeligl’lt in the little acts of service that are less obvious and what | would call “quiet ministry.”
This includes mal(ing cards for the sicl(“.Praging for those on our l’xear‘tsmtaking meals to those in
nccd...smiling at and cncouraging those who are weary and worn along the way (gas station, grocery
store, bookstore, ]ibrary...so onl)...sharing hand~me~downs...o1cucering hospitality...carrying books,/
boxes/etc“.Pushfng sl’xopping carts into stores“.cleaning the house so mom can have more time to
write/bake/sew for others..so on. | he ideas are unlimited! Our training groun& for our little

“missionaries” is within our own home. T his training needs to be a part of every day life for all commit-

ted Christians!

Familg Rcacling...T]ﬁis is one of our most treasured times of the c{agl Actua”g if you were able to
come into our home during this time, you would consider this one of the most “quaint” times of our day.
We usua”g do our Family reading right before bedtime. Pecause | have a Personal L. OVE _for tea
and coffee time, we usua”9 have a ritual of making up hot tea or mocha coffee or hot chocolate along
with some light snacks. We curl up with our steaming cups and goodies while we take turns reacling our
Daily BiHc Rcading selection, next chaptcr of our Read Alouds (we alternate between (lassics,
Biograpl’)ies, Stories, [ables, Animal Stories, etc....), and cuddle up to share observations and
t!’;ouglﬁts about Art Prints. T hisis such a specia] part of our ciag.‘get, the time that we “cover” all the
things that | desire for my children to study before they are grown!
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This ends the tyPical c]ag in OUR Charlotte Mason fﬂlomcschooll Ferhaps, you can gain a g[impsc

into the riches of this aPProacl'\ “revived” from this dear woman. | he aPProach and Philosophy of Char-
lotte Mason brings gentlencss and freedom into eclucating children toward their ca”ings in life. Theideas
of this dear Iadg live on because tl’xeg are built upon Premiscs that are as old as time. Tru|9, we can agree

that “[~ ducation is an Atmosphere, a Discipline, and a | ifel”

ksl e

Excerptec{ from A C]’)ar’otte Mason Frimcr.
Companion tapes are Al SO available!
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What About Tcaching the Older Child??2
Bg Cincl\g Rushton

Excerptecl from Nature Studg...T[nc EASY Wag!

Something happens..we begin our years of parenting with little ones who know absolutely nothing
about life! Thcg are c{cpcnc{cnt upon us to teach them how to talk..how to walk..how to rcsponc{ to oth-
ers..how the world works...and most important[rj, the purpose of life! 53 and Iarge, parents do a greatjob
Tl’leg find themselves |ivfng a life of true Fu”nessu.leaming many tl’uings that theg had never learned before
and teaching whom they are to these little sponges gathered around them. T hen comes kindergarten...

One of the beauties of Homeschooling is that parents do not have to trade in this fulfillment for the
“trappings” of the Public or Private school “sclﬁoohng” that looms over their heads. Tl’xey CAN continue
this process of tcaclﬁing their children at home...and continue succcsslcuny too! Well, that is until their chil-

dren get to Higl’l School . NOT!

There is sometl’n’ng within even the most dedicated [Home [T ducator that qucstions what to do with
High School in every area of studg (notjust Nature/Science Studies) you know as the children get
iolder” and need Preparation for “real life?” Well, upper level studies need not stump a parent. Jnstead,

theg can become the briclges that prepares the children Fu”g for their ca”fng in lifel

]lc this is 50, why do parents swap the easy, natural, simplc methods of tcaching children for the arthcicial,
boring, and difficult techniques common in our c*ag? | think it is because of several very common miscon-

ceptions.
GaP-i-tis???

First of all, parents strugg!e with a }Jig fear called “Gap~i~tis"’ You are Probably giggling as you read
this. ] rust me, | know that we have all dealt with this one! | have..because this is a }Jiggiel Therc is a

tcmPtation to assume that a certain list of suggcstcd studies assures us of a “gap~lcss” education. T he

truth is thatjust sticking to a list of studies designecl 133 someone else actua”fj causes many gaps and holes

in the individualized program that (God has P|armecl for every single child.

Thcrc is never cnough time for children to learn cvcrgthing that is to be learned about every singlc
thing we could learn about during our lives. Now, this may lead us to another c{anger, thinking that children
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should at least have a noclc{ir\g acquaintancc with evcrgthing. If this were trulg Possiblc, which it is not,
there would still be no clepth, which is necessary for true understancling to occur. (Charlotte Mason had a

different Plan for children. She said,

“Our aimin [~ ducation is to give a Fu” Li{e...v\/e owe it to them to initiate an immense number of interests...LiFe
should be all ]iving, and not mere!3 a tedious Passir\g of time; not all cIoing orall Fcc]ing orall t]’n’nkingﬁthe strain would
be too great—but, all ]iving; thatis to say, we should be in touch wherever we g0, whatever we hcar, whatever we see,
with some manner of vital interest. \We cannot give the children these interests; we Prc)cer that t.any should never say
they have learned ]:)otany, concho]ogy, geo!ogy, or astronomy. The question is l'!Ot,—}TOW much does the 9out¥1 know?
When he has finished his education—but how much does he care? And about how many orders of things does he care?
Jn fact, how ]arge is the room, in which he finds his feet set? And, therefore, how full is the life he has before him? |
know you may bring a horse to the water, but you cannot make him drink. \What | comP]ain of is that we do not bring
our horse to the water. We give him miserable little textbooks, mere comPcndiums of facts, which he is to learn off and
say and Produce at an examination; or we give him various l(now!ec]ge in the form of warm di!uents, Preparec{ by his
teacher with Perhaps some grains of ]iving thought to the ga”on. And all the time we have bool(s, books teeming with

ideas from the minds of thinkers upon every subject to which we can wish to introduce children.”

Qur role is to give our children a full life. A life that is brought in contact with an immense number of
interests, but also full of rclationships with what thcg are stuclging. This life will saxcc~guard the child from
any chance of “Gap~i~tis.” Jt will instill a love of Iearning while teaching the children how to learn for them-
selves. Tl’leg can go on to learn all during their life regardless of any hindrances or obstacles that mlgl'it

come their way. They will be Prcparecl for their ca”ingl
]gnorancc?’??

A second hindrance to pursuing real education for the older child is ignorance. |t is so easy to just do
what we have seen modeled before us. Often there is no qucstioning to the “way” that things are done.
(God wants for us to live our lives trusting in [Him and [His Wag of Preparing our children for [His call on
their lives. e does not have a “one-size-fits-all” method of Preparation, nor does [e expect us to trust
on the methods of “People” for training up His children. Jn Jeremiah i7:5-8 God says, “T}')us saith the
LORD, Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart chartc’ch
from the LOKD For he shall be like the heath in the c‘]cscrt, and shall not see when goocl comcth; but
shall inhabit the Parchccl Placcs in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the LOKD, and whose hopc the LORD is. For he shall be as a tree Plantcd bg the waters,

and that sprcaclcth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat comctl‘n, but her leaf shall be

green; and shall not be careful in the year oFc‘lrought, neither shall cease from 3ic|cling fruit?

We have to take time to let (God teach us each step of the way. [His voice is often unheard as we move
toward the older years of tcaching our children because there are so many “cxper’cs” c]attcring louc”y for

our attention...giving theirideas and insti”ing fearand bonc’age in our hearts! |n Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus






