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dclightxcul information, feeds their minds with living ideas, and encourages a rclationship with what is }Jcing
learned. A simple topic of stuciy has great Powerl Beyonc’ the gooc{ foundation for all areas of study and
the Preparation the child receives to learn angtlﬂfng else tl’xey desire to learn, the studg becomes theirs for
life! |t sticks! |t leads to the next topic of study! As a result, not only do our children receive the very best

education we can give thcm, but thcy are cquiPPcd to continue their education for their entire lives.

Sooo, What is the Diﬂzcrcncc in Tcaching Historg The Easg Wag???
| can imagine the flutter, oris that Panic, in your heart! | remember that Fcchng as we }chan on this unchar-
tered, untravclcdjoumcg. Qpitc wcranug, | was terrified! T his was a lcaP of faith. [First, | had no patterns
before me. Seconcug, | was not ec{ucatingjust ANYONE. These children were MY CHILDRE N
Mag | confess that | had no idea that this would work? | had to step out in faith that (God would not lead

me so obviouslg in a direction that would ruin my children’s lives.

So, ] now, after all of these years and countless hours devouring People and events down through the
ages, have to share that this KEALLY works! Need some l’lCIP? Want amap to l’lCIP you along this Patlﬁ?
Here are some quick tips that | hopc will l‘)elp to make teac}‘ning Historg E_A\(DY for you as well...

Take That First StcP!

Yes! Stancl up and just take a step..the rest will be easier! Wc”, actually if you are this far, you are al-
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rcaclﬂ taking your first steps. So, now what? Bcgin. [Fow? [First, decide where you will bcgin. Oh, | know
the debates that rage when we look at curriculum or go to workshops on how to teach }“listory, the
RIGHT WAY..

Studg chrono!ogica”g?

T ry out unit studies?

American r“listor\zj when they are young?
Begin with Ancient History?
Teach Froviclentia”g?

Fo”ow a Tcxt?
]:ouow an entire Scope and SCquence?

Are you tlﬁinlcing that it is now time for me to answer the question of all Historg qucstions once and for a”,

"WHICH IS BES T 772

Yep! | have the answerll The BEST way is the way that YOU will actua”g do. The way that you find
to be casy. The way that is fun and casy for you and your Particular child. The way that best reaches

your child.

Onb YOU know your child. You know your child’s interests. You know your child’s maturity. You know

how to teach alesson so your child understands and remembers. Therc is no "Prolcessional“ on earth that
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can kﬂOW EOUF Cl"lll& IIi(C 9ou C]O.

Where do you begin? Begin wherever you want! T ake alook at the Periocl that seems most interesting to
you and your ?amilg and c{ig in! Lct your children loose. Research! Discover! Sharel E_rjoyl You won't go

wrongl

Stay Alert to the Hindrances of a "5choo]“ Mcntalitg...
Few of us liked History in SC}TOOL |n fact, many of us resented it. \We resented the—dull facts, lack of
sense, isolated “subjccts,” and lack of Purposcl Studies were divided in ”subjccts” without relation or con-

tinuity. Studies were shallow, we all remember learning brute facts, but few of us remember K NOWING
those who made }‘listorg.

Rclatc? Why not try the EASY Way??? Tcaching f"jistorg the Easg Way, all sul:ﬂccts can be taught
together. ]n Fact, f“]istor\rj will make more sense because there is a flow of r”]istorg in all areas: music, art,
science, Politics, literature, architecture, geograp!ﬁg, medicine, on and on. We can teach by topics s0 our
children will see how lives and events related to one another. We have the freedom to sPencl time getting to

know Pcoplc Ele} thcg become gricnds, tcachcrs, and mentors.

SOICI? Wl‘lg notjump into the past? Dig in! T he more you clig, the more t]’weg will }chin to love Historg and
those that shapcd it. Access all that is at your Finger’cips. Bring it all togcthcr. Eﬂjoy!

Trg Out the O]cl Faths‘..
7 7_/7u5 saith the Lorc/: §tanc/ by the roads and /ooé; and ask for the eternal /Dat/75, where the gooc/ old

way /s; then walk in /& and you will find rest for your souls.” Jcr@m/aﬁ 6:16

Won&ering)ust WHAT are the old Patlﬁs? Whg not take a look at education from the Past? W}ﬁat were
the methods that were used to teach children? Ncec{ a little }'xelp’? Here are a few that we have found to

make tcaching f"listory FASY:

Great | jterature...
Yest BDOOKS! MAGAZINES! JOURNALS! BOOKLETS SPFEECHES!
SONGS’ FOEMSI AH‘)E‘ Grcat Litcraturcl

Think about it... (Great | _iterature, in my most humble (and very addicted) opinfon, is among the most rea-
sonable resources that you can use (even TR i you get them from the | ibrary) to teach your chil-
dren. Thcg are more in c{cptlﬁ. ]maginc the difference between a Phrase oreven a Paragraph in a textbook
verses a whole book on a toPic...ﬂou know which has more interesting information! Tl’\ey are more reliable.
You Probablg have alreadg noticed that every account of Historg has a different slant. Tl—uere are Proba~
bly as many slants as there are individuals. Reading a variety of books and other periodicals helps us to
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gathcr all of the different Pcrspectivcs, evaluate them a”, then decide which we believe to be true and accu-
rate. They are also real and |iving. Theg he[P us to c{eveIoP a relationship with the Perioc’, People, and
events that tl—ueg bring back to life.

Wonc{cring what resources you can use to find real Historg? [Here are a few that come to my mind: the
Bible, Church rﬂistory resources, Biographies, Novels, Non~ﬁction, F’oetry, 5ongs (Hgmns, Fatriotic
Songs, ]:o”<songs, etc.), Let’cers, Joumals, SPeecl’les, Sermons, Magazines, Artic|es, Essays, Boo!@
lets, NcwsPaPcrs, E_ncgclopcclias, Reference Bool(s, |nternet Sitcs, Audios...etc. Kcep your eyes

open. Lct others know your need. You will be surPriscd where the greatest resources turn uPl

SO, you have some books and resources in mind...how do you use them? | think that this is Probablg the
}Diggest hindrance as we clig into any studg‘ Having the resources and not knowing what to do with them.
Far too many of us were schoolcd, but never taught how to stuclg and make information our own. Grcat

Literature can be used many, many ways. ]t can be used:

To give a flow of l'liStOl"H.N]ﬂ our home, we document the flow of History on our | imelines. Some-
time ] have absolutc]g no idea of how our studies are going to weave togcthcr, yct 1 can rest as
everytlﬁing alwags falls into P!ace as we see the interweaving of lives and the chain of events along

the pages of our Timc]ines‘

To clig out Pricclcss information: facts, c{iagrams, Pictures, and outlines for studies. [For this, we
usua”3 hunt for great resource books for each Period of time studied. It Pu”s togetl’ler all of our
read alouds and Projects, while serving as an outline for our studies. Not to mention, those bits of

information becomcjcwcls in our Notebooks that we develop a|ong the way (more on that in a

bit).

To teach Languagc Arts... Gireat | _iterature |S the Product of great Language Arts. T here-
fore, there is no greater Language Avrts teacher than the best 1itcrar3 works of all time. Qur chil-
dren can become the students of the best writers of all time while t}wey learn simple f”]istory les-
sons throug!’; their Copgwork, Dictation, Narration, Notebooking, and research Prcjects. The
narratives, poems, quotes, [ible verses, songs, and information fills their minds with living ideas,
teaches History lessons natura”g and casi|9, and hc|Ps them to Practicc and Acvclop their | an-
guage Avrts skills cach and every dag.

For {:amily read aloucls...OH Never underestimate the power of great books. Tlﬁcg are notjust

for school lessons. Thcg can be used to tie the bonds of Family rclationships. Thc memories of
giggles into the wee hours of the nigl’lt, the )Camilgjokes, the vocabularg that the WHOLE Fami|3
Pfcl(s up, the lessons along the wagma” ties strong bonds that can never be broken.




fﬂomesclﬂooling Thc Easg W39 Mamua!

(reat literature may be an old path, but there is a RIF_Al reason that it is still being used today—it can’t
Y p 3 Y

be beaten! We”...except magbe...bg NOTEBROOK S

Notebooking,..
Yes! Notcbookingl What (Great | iterature does to feed the mind, Notcbooking does to decpcn the
studies, teach research skills, and record the real education that your children are receiving, Old Patl’x?
Yep! But not a Path that has been overgrown.

Notcbooking goes as far back as eternity. ]n Scripturc, we find that the kings were trained and Prcparcd
for |eadership }33 copying the law and keeping it in a book (isn’t that too cute??). We find that F VEN
(God has a E)ool( of Rcmcmbrancc that [He is keeping until that (Jag that wejoin [Him in heaven for that

Hcavcnly read aloud time. O!‘w Dor't worryl His Book of Rcmcmbrancc does not contain a list of sins
and transgressions that we have committed that [ e wants to be sure not to ?orgct. |nstead, it is filled to
ovenqowing with Precious quotes of Praises that [is servants sPeak to one another (M3 FERSONAL
goal is for [Jim to have Pl FNT VY to quote from my lifel).

UP until about a hundred years ago, Notcboo‘dng was used in the education of every child. But, some-~
tl’;ing called textbooks and ”Progressive” education eliminated them from the education of children. With
that elimination we find the need for more and more artificial methods of education. WCIL until we find this

old Path.

Mg friend, of all the ideas | could share with you, this one is certain to change the atmosp!ﬂere of your
home while cquiPPing your children to learn more clceply now AND more voraciouslg for the rest of their

lives.

A|’chougl’1 | cannot begin to &ojustice exp]ainfng Notebookfng in the middle of an article on teaching His-
tory, ] have to tell you a few Perks (nc you want more hclP in this area, take a look at my book NOTE—

BOOKING YES'YOU CANBE ABINDER QUEEN TOQOD.

[First of all, Notebooking encourages c]eeper resecarch on topics of studg‘ As my children have found a
"place” to keep their special "finds" along the way, they have had more interest in hunting for more informa-
tion on every toPic thcg run across. Thcg may think of this as a treasure hunt, but while thcy are Having a
blast )Cinding great ideas, facts, and heirlooms, they are learning the skills of researclﬁing that will serve them
all of their life. T hat is not alll \While our children are buf|c1ing Notebooks on topics as theg s’cucly, tl’uey are
also Iearning how to record what t]ﬁcg are rea”g learning. Besides this relicving me of the pressure of kecp—
ing records of every minute of their c{ay, this teaches them the skill of record kccping and kccps a more ac-

curate account of what is befng done each and every c’ay. Oh, and need | mention, Notebooking also

teaches our children Language Avrts skills and tecl’quues the T ASY WAVY!
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So, how do you use this old Path as you teach History the Easg Wag? First, find great resources that
can be used for building notebooks. | am constantlg on the lookout for great resources with neat COP3~
work. Mg children began using Copgwork when tlﬂeg were very little and STILL use Copgwork for
building their Notebooks in High School. There are many, many great resources (We have some offered
this month through our monthly sPccials...stay tuned?). T he very first thing we used was a Iargc Print edi-
tion of the Bible. [t was casier for my young readers/writers to copy from. | also look for books with po-
ems, quotes, narratives, songs, SP(’i@Cl’ICS, etc. As we ’cravel, my children also look for sPeciaI mementos to
add to their Notebooks. Anything from art prints to recipes to maps to pictures of the Peoplc and events
from History are game for their notebooks. T he kcy is in having a "Placc” to kccp the information that
contributes to each and every stucig. That Place is our Notebooks!

Sccond, encourage your children to USE those Notcboolcs every da\xj‘ ]t is so easy to Put Projccts on

the shelf onlg to collect dust. |t is also easy for us to let the children do work that we Pilc all of it away in a
box to put away later for them. Notebooking is NOT another thing for You TO DOWell, unless
you are going to keep a notebook for your own studies. Mg dear )Crien&, the greatest benefits come from
our children cloing the work for themselves. Sure, you may have gone to every local 5crapbooking crop in
your city and state. PBut, this is not a contest for the most creative memory book, it is a disciplinc that we
can pass on to our children so t!ﬂeg can learn the skills of writing, researclﬂing, recording their own educa-
tion, and conccting information in a logica| and understandable way. Simplg find some great resources for
them to copy From...buy}ust ONE NOTEBOOK (§~ring }Jinclcr) and sheet Protcctors (to kccp their
work stored nicelg in ecach dag)...and turn them loose! T he fruit you gat}wer a!ong this old Path is simply too

good to miss!

Mastcrlg ]nactivitg...
Ul%oh! A couPle of words not heard in over one hundred years! You may have never heard these words,
but you have Probahlﬂ seen the fruit of this old Pat!’l as you have taken wob]:>|3 steps upon it along your
Homesd‘wool_journeg‘ \/ery simplg, Master19 ]nactivit9 is Ietting our children have direct contact mind-to-
mind with the greatest thinkers of all [History. We have access to the greatest minds all around us. T here
g Y g

are no greater teachers. There are no easier lessons for us to teach and evaluate. What do ] mean?

T ake an art Print] for examP|e. Sit down on your sofa cuddled up as you would if you were sctthng in with
a great book. Without any lectures or lessons Plans, [_]5TEN‘ Ask your child what he sees? /\gain, |
say LISTEN‘ You will hear the most ProFounc} lesson coming from the mind of the artist c{irecﬂy to your
child. T his can occur throug!ﬁ the Pible... music... books... nature... poetry... and even People from all walks
of life today. No need for tests...you will [T AR what they are observing and learing as it spills out!

QOur ten&encg, due to the influence of our own education, is to want teacher's manuals comPIete with
tests, questions, and answers. We may want the answers, but this is simpb not Possible for all that our chil-

dren need to know. [For this reason, | introduce you to Mastcrlg lnactivitg,
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Mastcrly ]nactivity leaves the children with time to interact with the authors, pocts, artists, composers,
theo!ogians, inventors...the thinkers all tlﬁroughout Historﬂ. Those thinkers teach and cha“enge our chil-

dren to reason, tl’liﬂ‘(, and relate to all areas of stuc13 and life.

What do you need? | ime, humility, courage and faith! T hat is all it takes. \WWhat does this 3ield in the har-
vest time? Oh! Abundant harvest, my beloved!

Simplg resist the temptation to believe that you need all of the answers. | earn the simple words, "]
DONT KNOW..LET S LOOKIT U or T DONT KNOW..LE TS FRAY ABOUT
1T Give your children access to the very best materials available toc{a& Everytlﬁing from great literature
to art Prints, music, audio books and tapes, ctc. Giive them mind-to-mind access to Peop!e: granéparents,
neighbors, librarians, local historians, local writers, preachers and evangelists, history re-enactors, museum
curators, antiquc store owners, etc. Encouragc rclationships in 3ourfami13 so your children teach one an-
other what thefj are leaming along the way <5tudies show that we learn 5% of what we hear, 10% of what
we see, and 95% of what we teach. ]magine that without your own rescarch and lesson P|an5, your children
can learn at least 5% of the information as your family shares with one another..well, except that child that
has researched and taught, he retains a whoPPing 95%! (Go girl!) Giive them time to ask qucstions and seek
for answers. | hatis all you need to do...the restjust l’xappensl |tis that simp|e!

Can you trust it? Yes, my dear friend. Just like the other old Paths (Oht And there are many, many more
if you will dig tlﬁrough educational methods of long agol) this one has 3ie|c{ec] the greatest thinkers of all
time. |t will work to instill the skills of leaming that your children need to know and the love of Ieaming that

will insure that your children continue to learn for their entire lives. Whg not give it a chance?

Kcaclg? StCP”By"StCP HCIP ]:or An ]:__ASY Historg Stuclg."
Reaclg now? No idea on how to bring this together for alesson Plan? Have absolutelg no idea of how to
devc]op alesson step-by-step? | won't leave you struggling! [Jere are E ASY steps for devc|oping a fun
and casy studg on any time Pcriod...

1. Decideona Pcriod to study...Decide where you want to begin. No idea? | ook at your
children’s interests...do you see any interests that would be a goo& starting Point? Are
thcy into sports? V\/hg not bcgin with a biography on their favorite P[agcr? Do thcy love
ballet? Wl’xﬁ not begin with the story behind Thc Nutcraclccr? Whatever their interest...

dig in and enjogl

No idea of how to clcvclop? Grab a great resource like ﬂc Wa“chart of Worlcl His—-

tory, a textbook or curriculum comPany’s scope and sequence (o)cten found in cata[ogs or

Fumfslﬁed UPOH request), oreven an encgclopeclia. CO”CCt anc{ use resource lfStS SUCl’] as

The chcr—cnc]ing Rushton Rcacling List, | essons from Historg, | _essons from His-
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tory: The Art Fart, What in the World’s Going On Here?, Grecnlca{: (uides To..,
TruthQucst History (uides, etc. Make a list of information about the Peop]e that
made l—n’storg &uring that time... the Iiterarg works that Precedecl or were written around
that Periocl of time... the P]accs that history took Placcmang batt]cs} inventions, exP|ora-

tion, discoveries or government changcs, ete. Just cllg in!

Usc your list to research for resources about the Pcriod. [Hunt for read alouds, Picture
books, maps, art, biograplﬂics, spcechcs, }'xﬂmns or music from the Periocl, cookbooks,
journals, games, videos, or any other resource that will help you and your children to c{ig

into that Perioc{ of time.

Dccidc on activities and Projccts to coordinate with the studyQ Activities and Projccts

are Pricclcss! Thcy hclp to bring the children into the Historg Pcriods. Decide which
field triPs, movies, crafts, videos, interviews with PeoPIe, audios, or other activities that

you will use to bring the studg to life.

Access FREE (or almost FREE) stuffl T his is where | think it gets simplg TOO
fun! (Am Uust CHE.AFP2?) | love Finding resources that are out there waiting forus to
devour! [History resources are abundant. [unt for them right where you are! Some great
hidc~a~wags are: local museums (thcg often have teacher/student Packcts that are avail-
able FREF. upon request), the Internet (T here is an abundance of free information,
lessons Plans on ANY toPic, art Prints, Ii’cerarg Pieces, Pictures, and music for any pe-
riod.), Library (Angti‘n’ng from books to videos to audio books, etcl Make friends with
your librarians, thcy are awesome resourcesl), cemeteries (neat quotes and rubbings...
rea”g!), coin, rock, |ndian artifact, and gun shows, living history days, l’)istory re-

enactments, historical societies, antique stores, field triPS, interviews, documentaries, etc.

Makc a list of all resources nccdccl, where to find thcm, and when you will need them dur-

ing the stuclg.

Dig into your stud9! Donr’t do this bg gourselﬁ | et your whole Fami|9 c{ig inl Now, here is
where you need to know that there ARF. going to be rabbit trails. Expect AND,
Prayer?u”y, HOFE. for them! Won&ering how you will studg as a Family? | et the whole
Family research the Period‘ Your younger children will not find the same morsels that your
older children dig up, but the fruit comes as your family functions as a family with cach
s}waring information based upon their own interests and abilities. T he dccpcr your Family
shares, the deeper the studies will be. Put, there is more than that! T he deePer the
memories and tigl’xter the Family ties. So, let the whole Famﬂg dig into the study‘ Read!
Read as a family..read individually. Assign topics for cach child to research and share
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with the rest of the ?amilg. This c{ccpcns the studies while tcaching your children how to
research and share their Finc{ings with others. Discuss! Share over meals. Narrate (re-tell
what is befng learned). T here is notlﬂing quite like narration to prepare your children for

composition, sPcal(ing, sPccc}‘ncs, and even Fami]g lifel

Document the stuc]g all along the way in Historg Notcboolcs and Timclincsl T his not
on13 serves to keep records. Notebooks and | imelines are treasures for life! Angtl’ling
and evcrgt!‘n’ng can be (and should bel)) I«:Pt along the way. T heir History Notebooks
can ”kccp“ their Historg Copgwork and Dictation exercises (need ideas see the re-
source list from this issue), their c{rawings and Pictures, Photos, mementos, maps, and any
research. | heir ] imeline Notebooks can trace the lives, inventions, explorations, etc.
that your children stucl5 in their lessons. Not onlg does this document those hard to re-

cord lessons, but it creates an heirloom that will last the rest of their lives.

Fu” in real life! All of it! Real P!aces make Ieaming hands-on. Real People are PerFect
teachers as our children aPPrenticc and get to know what their lives are reany fike. Rcal
disciplincs not taken out of real life not on|3 teach the subjccts, but also instill a ltistyIc
of real Ieaming as the children learn to cleve|oP Unit Studies, write books, write Plags,
make notcbooks, and research toPics of interest. Make your entire life a classroom. You

will find that real life is one of the most Powchul Icaming tools used to teach fﬂistorﬂ the

Eas\tj Way.

. Work on an end of studg Projcct or Prcscntation night. Some of our most Precious
memories through the years come from those moments around our homemade tccpcc eat-
ing real live |ndian foods, when company droPPed in for dinner! F |7 K1 Oh, and the cas-
tle that stagecl in the children’s room until it Fina”g fell to Pieces (Castles made from re-
frigerator boxes just do NOT hold up as long as the old" days)) Oh, and forgive me for
another OH! But, | simplg cannot talk about Historg without rcmcmbcring the Alamo!
Kea”g? Enc{ing a l’]uge Unit 5tuc]3 on [ rontiersmen, we were blessed with a trip to San
An’conio courtesg of my lﬂusband’sjob‘ Wl’lﬁﬂ Mattl’uew heard the P!ans, his only request

was and | quote, “Oh, Mama, my heart’s desire is to stand at the Alamo in my coon-skin

hat and Davy Crockctt clothes and musket for a Picture...“ ch, I was mush. SOmcthing
about "my heart’s desire..." | \Words do not express Fu”y what it was like to see the gleam
in Matthew’s eyes every time that someone would pass 53 him and wlﬁisper (!ouc”g, of
coursel), "[Tey, | thought Davy was dead, but | am SUIRE that it’s him!" Oh, and there
was this year, after 7 years of dccp and Passionatc studg of the Civil War, when Mat-
thew actua”g toured Gettgsburg. Priceless! Althougl’l studies do not have to be [F|N-
ISHED (as evidenced bg the Cfvf| War Studg), Planning a special Prqject or presen-
tation night can give a special sense of accomplishment. Anything will do: a family cele-
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bration, a sPccial f"jistorﬂ Day, a field triP, a camPing triP, a movie night, a sPecial meal/

feast, etc. | et your imagination go!

Make Sweet Memories!
]nspired? Rcadg to get going? Oh, | pray that you are notjust rcaclg, but you KNOW that you can }chiﬂ
tocia}j, rig}wt where you arel! T ake what is in your hand at this time. Study as a Family! T ake advantage of
the places you travel, those hobbies that you love doing ’cogctl'ier (metal Aetecting, antiqufng, re-enacting
History...), even that sPecial family time watching TV and Videos. Make and Plag games to reinforce the
information bcing found along the way. Flan meals that can bring the past alive as you cook your way
through rﬂistorg. Equip those little ones for their many adventures 133 studying the clothing, designing,
and sewing Perioc‘ clotlﬂing Gather and create accessories (we told the granclparents who all donated to a
dress-up box filled with fun goodies that are perfect for ANY period we study). T urn them loose to play!
You can be sure that your little ones will hold on to every word of your read alouds so tlﬁcg will "know what

to Pla}j" that dafj?

Don’t miss one memory! T here is so much [History in your own backyard. Make it yours! |nterested in
some far away Placc? Scc what you DO havel GC’E as hands-on as Possiblc. Rc~creatc as much as you
can rigl’xt where you are. Go there t!’xrouglﬁ books. Your whole )Camily can travel togetl'ler back in time and
far, far away just through those moments you share in the middle of a great book!

Tal(ing a vacation? Wh\zj not Plan to see Places that you have studied? OR whg not P|an a stuc]y of a
Place you will be visiting, | et your little }jistory buffs P|ot tl’ue_joumeg 50 you can see the chief spots of
interest. \When you get there, eat the food, feel the sand, smell the morning air, hear the talk, see the peo-
Pic, see the Piaccs! Co”cct Postcards. Takc Pictures. Find mementos for those Notcbooks. Scizc each

moment. | reasure cach memory being made.

So..What Do You Thinkz E ASY?

So, what do you think? | pray that you will cnjoy your r‘listorg lessons as never before. T he whole world is

before you. r“listory is begging for you to dig in. [How about giving the FASY WAY a try? You know
where to begin.“

(" ome to Me, a// you who fabor and are /763l<y faden and ovcr[)urc/cncaf and | will cause you to rest, [/ will
casec and relieve and refresh your souls.] | ake my yoéc upon you and learn of me, for [ am gcnt/e (meek)
and bumble (Jo w/ﬂ) in heart, and you will find rest (relicf and case and refreshment and recreation and
blessed quiet) for gour souls. For my goke is wholesome (useul, good-—rot harsh, hard sharp, or pressing
but comfortable, gracious, and p/casant), and Mﬂ burden is /{g/7t and easy to be borne.”

Matthew 1 1:28-30 (Amplified Pible)

Happg Homesc}‘noolingl
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Tips for Making Histmy (ome Alive!

Bg Cinclg Rushton
%m%?%w

Historg has become a Passion in our home! Was it all of those read alouds about the great men and

5

women throughout history? Was it those stories that have been told over and over while sitting at the
knees of Fapaw? Was it the hours of Plag outside of our home as tl‘reg set sieges.“attackecl the enemy...
Fougl‘nt on the side of tlﬁcirgreat!g admired heroes? | am not quitc sure what is to “blame” for the Passion we
have for historg, but we ccrtainly do aPProach historﬂ c{ixcxccrcntlg in our home. QOur focus is on giving our

little ones Plenty of time and oPPortunity to make history come alivel T he Fo”owing are some tiPs on how

you can also make historg come alive in your home. Comejoin the adventure!

v Read] ots of Biographics! | read a while back a neat quote 135 (Charlotte Mason, which confirmed
our aPProach for learning about others. She said in her book fFome - ducation the Fo”owing pro-
found quote, “f et /lfmm//hger P/casant/ﬂ over the ;Lu'sl'orﬂ ofa 5/’/75/@ man, a short /oer/od, until he thinks
the tﬁoug/n‘s of that man, is at home in the ways of that /ocr/oa( 7—/70ug/7 he is reac//n(g and i'/7/n,é/ng of |
the lifetime of a 5//75/6 man, he is rca//ﬂ getting /ht/matc{g acc;ua/ntca/ with the /7/5tory of a whole nation,
for a whole age. [ et him 5/3@/75/ a year of intimacy with Alfred, ‘the truth-teller,” with the Conquc‘ror,
with Richard and Saladin, or with /L"/cnrﬂ V. ——5/72,465/:763&3’5 / 7’enrﬂ \/| —and his victorious army. [ et
him know the great /Dcolo/c and the common pcolo/c, the ways of the court and of the crowd. [ et him
know what other nations were a/o/ng while we were at home a/o/ng thus and thus. [F he comes to think
that the /oeo/o/e of another age were truer, /a/:g@/:/lzcartcaf 5/}np/cr~m/}7c'/ca/ than oursc/v@s, that the
P@op/c of some other land were, at one time, at any rate, better than we, W/’Iﬂ) so much the better for
him.» T ake the time to focus on the lives of men and women throug)‘wout !’n’storgl This puts the story

back into history and makes it come alive!

Get Qut to See Historg as Much as Fossil)lc! Qur children simp]ﬂ devour Living Historg Dags

that are so common in our area. Thcg bcg to go to historical sites and museums! Thcy will sPcnc{

l’loursjust Iistening to the stories of the guides orin reading the little signs! Theiridea of real funis to

go to l’listorg reenactments and P|a35! QOur areais rich in Iiving lﬁistorg‘ We can go to Civil War reen-
actments or to P|ags about our own natives such as Hclen Kc”crl We also can go to festivals in our
area that celebrate time Pcriods and events in historg such as | he Renaissance [Tair and T he T rail
of T ears. This Iiving historg Brings the past alive for my little histor\zj buffs!

chP a Histor9 Notcbookl Wc have notebooks for almost every subjcct but }’listorg is Pcrl’xaps one
of ourfavorites! M9 son had so much in his rﬂistory Notebook that he had to divide it up into spcciﬁc
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notebooks of information about Gcncral Histor}j, the Civil War and our Militarg. You can casilg
keeP a rﬂistory Notebook as well. A” you need is a three«ring bincier, Plastic sleeve protectors for
the pages to be slid into, and lots of memorabilial We keep narrations of books that we read for [is-
tory. We copy favorite quotes and poems from our historg read alouds. We kccP Picturcs of men and
women throughout l’n’s’torg. Wc kccp our mementos from historical sites and reenactments. V\/c even
have Postcarcls sent to us from others who live near historical sites! ]n other worcls, our rlistorg Note-

book is full of gems that keep Historﬂ alive for all of us!

TaP into Granclparents, E_lclcrlg, ]:amilg, and Friends! Our Fami|3 and friends have been a kcg
source of Fincling out neat stories that are not recorded in the historg books! Sitting at their feet, we
have learned many details from history that would be long lost without the gift of story telling! T he key
to making this come alive is to listen and record their stories for your Historg Notebooks. chp this

Part of history alive for you and Forgenerations to come!

Find T reasures at Antiquc Stores! | am amazed at the little treasures that we have come across at
old antique stores. We have found wondcrﬂﬂjoumals, uniforms, books, money, so on, which all }Jelong
in museums. Antique stores are wonderful Places to find dress up clothes and P|a3 gac{gets to make

l'uistorg come alivel

et the Little Ones Make up Their Own Costumcsl My children have alwags loved to make up cos-

tumes for their P|83 as they read about various men and women in lﬁfstory‘ | used to make many of their
costumes when thcg were little for times such as [Trontiersmen, Knigl’xts and Qpcens, and Civil War.
Now, thcg will goto real sources like GRANDFARF_NTS, Rummagc Salcs, and [Friends to hclp
them all clean out their closets! Angthing will do for children tl’linking of adventures of Iong ago! They
love oldjewelrg, strips of material, old uniforms, bonnets, aprons, dress clothes‘..anything is gamel As

t!‘wey Pull out the treasures, t)‘weg Pull out the imagination, which kcePs !‘n’storg alive for them!

]__c’c Thcm Mal(c Do” Clothcsl We began a Passion with my daugl—lter several years ago that has

continued for 4 years and will ProbaHg continue until she has her own granc’clﬁﬂdren | made her a
wardrobe of clothes for her Klirsten doll from the American Girl Do”s. T his started a collection and

a tradition! Now, her (Christmas wish list each yearis the next doll with a wardrobe! Since we are now

working on teaching her to sew, these doll clothes will be the Per‘Fect Projects for her to Practice on.
This year she learned to smock by nxaking her Ittg Bittg Baby a bib. She had so much fun! This is

unlimited since so many Patterns are now available to PUt those little ones to work creating Period cos-

tumes for their dolls! Tr9 it and see if the Passion does not hit as thcg make history come alive!

Make a Timclinc! We have had two different kinds of timelines in our home. We had a huge one that

took up an entire wall in our old home. |t was Fascinating to watch the little ones as thcy would “review”

and “test” each other on hfstory as theg went 139! When we built our home, my husband had one re-

quest-NO MORE. WALLS COVERED WITH TIMELINE.S! Simple request, hub?
Wc”, what we did was even more fun and Personal. We made up a History Timchnc Notebook to in-
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clude all of our historg facts! Our Timcline Notcbook records kcy events, Pcop]c we stuc[g and their
keg events, and even our Family’s 1(63 events! | he children have made it their own with illustrations
which remind them of those historical Figures and events, Pictures that ’clﬁeg have collected from books
and trips that we have taken, information from our ComPuter E_ncgclopcc{ias and |nternet Sitcs, and
even charts we have collected or made ourselves! This has been our way of making historg more than

just a bunch of dull facts...rather it has come alive for us!

| pray that this will helP to give you some ideas that you can use in your home to }Jring historg alivel

Keep in mind that all of this works as we give our children time to get alone with those in Historgl Yes, it
will work as tlﬁcg have time to la3 sieges, carry on adventures, and live side—bg-side their heroes as t!‘weg go
back in time! | et your children have those moments to drink in historg dccplg and you will find r—iistory

coming alive for them! T“laPpg r“listoryl

Exccrptecl From Timefor T ea Magazine
Need more .Lne!P with teaching Historg? Sec our Maéc YourOwn f‘/fsfo{y 77mc//'ne.‘.audio workshop tape
/'//'stoty.” The Fasy Waﬂ!
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Make Your OWN Time]inc Notebook!
Bg Cincl\g Rushton

(Exccrptcd from our Makc Your Own T‘]istorg Timc]inc Notcbook rcPrOAUcib]c Pack Copyrigl‘vt 2001 bg Rusl’zton Fami]y Minis-

tries. lfﬂou would like to obtain a readg~to~use packet, order tlﬂrough our online order form at our website www.cindgrusl’vton.com or
call our 24-hour orderline at (25 6) »81-2529. CoPics are $18.95 cach or bulk orders are cligible for discounts. Sce our Proc[uct

[isting for more c]ctai[s!)

| have no idea if my enthusiasm is s}‘nowing yet, but if you have had any doubt, this is where my enthusiasm
WILL have to show! | absolutcly L OVE. our Timclinc Notcbooks that we have created over the years!
\/erg few things seem to Pu” all of life together, but timelines Pu” all of our life and all of our studies to-

get}*xer and into Perspectivel Timelines are great for giving an overview of historg, but ’cheﬂ are much more

indispensable. | hey show continuity and interrelation of History. With timelines all of the subjects we
P y Y y ]

studg weave togethcr for one great big Picture.

]ggou are not sold yet, think about how versatile a T imeline Notebook is. ANYONI . can use them, re-

o used...or clig:icultg norma”g Prescntecl in documcnting a stuclg.“or age, inter-

gar&less of curriculum beina

est, or abilities of the student.

Ohhhh, and think of what a great teacher a timeline becomes. | hose difficult dates become easy to re-
view and remember. | hose chains of events Fina”g make sense. | he children see real Peoplc and real

events in Pcrspcctivc. Not on19 do thcy bcgin to treasure the Past, but thcy are encouragcd to treasure

TODAY and TODAY' S EVENTS!

50000, wl’xg a notebook for a timeline?? OH’!H‘:, space (that commoditg more Precious than gold to the

homeschool mom) is saved best }33 timelines bcing kcpt in a notebook. Not to mention, if the timeline is

kePt in a notebook, it can go ANYWHERE. you go!

What (Goes [nside a Timclinc Notebook...
Rcadg? What is included? [How do ya do it? The good news is that your imagination is the onlg [imit!
Anytlﬁinggoes inside a timeline:

Datcs...

Pictures and c{rawings of PeoPIe.i.
Exp|orations‘..

Discovcries“.
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Art Prints...
Books written...
|nventions...

Rcligious events...

Church history...
Batt!es...
Wars...
Keg events such as...
[ lections
Battles
Births
Deat!‘xs
Marriages
Sett[ements such as F13 mouth
You can also include cliPPings of...
MaPs‘..
Weapons..
Mo&es of travel...

Clothingm

Jewclry.“
r“!ead«:;resses...

Shoes...
Dishes...
States and Capitals...
Musical instruments...
Current events...
[Food...
Familg historg...
Samples of songs...
FPoems...
Art Prints
Narrations
Qyotes...
(overs of books written }33 authors of the Period“.
Covers of books about the Pcrioc{ being studied...
ONAND ON!

What You Need To Bcgin...

A” you need to make your own are using these reproclucibles is a §-ring binder and Plastic sheet Protco—
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tors. ( O[ course, /fyou would fike the [orms, you can order rcaa/ﬂ'towsc forms f/7roug/7 our m/'nfsf/y. Ours
are 1710/b Cardstocé. )

bcgin With ONE_Notebook Per C}'nlci

Yep? |t is this easy! Begin withjust ONE. notebook per child. You are welcome to reProc]uce these
origina|5 FOR YOUK OWN FAMILY. Please honor our work bg not sl'laring with a friend without

our Pcrmission, (this book is copgrightcd.)

Qur favorite notebooks are the 3-ring vingl notebooks that have the clear Pockets on the outside so the
children can c]esign their own covers. We usua“y choose the white notebooks (Eitlﬂer 2 or % inches thick
notebooks.) and fill it full of Plastic sheet protectors. | hen, all our children have to do is label the dates
on their sheets, inP the pages ina Plastic sheet Protcctor...thcn, add their work each clag. (Another op-
tion if you were interested in Possiblg changing your forms later or changing Figures around is to laminate

the pages and the Figures‘ Tl’len you could use double-sided tape and c!ﬂange them around at any time

you would like. OF course, this is a bit more exPcnsivc; but | would think it would be worth the expcnscjust

to have the convenience of changing the pages around. lxc you were to laminate the pages, ] would suggest

dating all of them first. \We have dating suggestions below.)

im order your pages to rtit your needs. e have purposely included extra pages
Simply order gour pages to it y ds. We have purposely included extra pages JUST IN
there is a mistake. (Yes, | am a mother too! e have also included all or the dividers (in bright
CASE th ke. (Yes, | h ) We h | luded all of the dividers (in brigh
cardstock) that we use and blank reProduciHes that we use with our | imeline Notebooks. 6/1?6C/3/
ote: Ve have our pages printed for our kits with the pages labeled at the top and the rest of the page
Note: We have our pages printed for our kits with the pages labeled at the top and the rest of the pag
blank. / found that all of the pasges / had used in the /oast had lines on them. T/hfﬂ did not work for us be-
cause we had so many Flgures, Cop/és of art /or/nts and books, and other t/z/ngs that we wanted on our
pages that a lot of Pr/nt@c/ information was too much on the pasge. Now, we include that information in our
Istor otebooks or in our Narration Notebooks. Some of our [Fistor otebooks for time periods
History Notebook N Notebooks. Some of our [History Notehooks for time period
now include a Jime [ ine for that Iocr/oc/ in the front of our Notebook. YWith those [ imelines, we usua//y
include two pasges per year (6 months for cach Page)‘ 7 hen we can have more space for information and|
details. Actually, /}[ﬂour child is “nto” a /o@r/oc/ like Matthew is the (ivil VWar, you could @as//ﬂ have a page
per month and still have more information than room. / would recommend écc/o/ng that much detail on a
separate T imeline rather than in your overall /"]’/story T imeline Notebook. T hat is one reason that we
Pué//is/zca/ ourf 7’/29f0(g T/mc/ine Notebook without dates...so it would have )[/cxiél'//@ for those that SImP{g
devour [ 7/51’0(9. )

We bcgin at (Creation with a page for events bcgirming with 5cripture. We use 50 years for each page,
making the two page sPreac{ cover an entire century, until we get to 1400 AD. At that Point cach page
cover 25 years, with the two-page spreacl covering 50 years, until we get to 1700 AD. At that point, we
only cover 25 years per two-page spread up until present day.
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N il I NN EEENEES NN EESNENEENNESESNNNNNNENENNNRNNEBEEENBEEBENEEEN
The order of our T imeline Notebooks is as follows...

i. Cover c{esignec{ 139 our children, slid into the front of the notebook
B.C. Fage

(reation Fagc

Fages from 4000 B.C up to 1 B.C.

300 | | | 130 B.C.

BC Fage 264241 BC First Punic War

AD. Page

Fagcs from i AD up to Prcscnt

Mg Famﬂy Tree

0. Mg | ife

1. MaPs c

=0 @ NN

LI]CC O]C C}’] rfst The Third Punic War: 149-146 BC

i2. Narrations
i3, Diagrams
4. Mg Keepsakes

Our pages are dcsigncd on 110lb. white cardstock, so thcg will be most

durable. T he cardstock is also better for ac]ding glue, Paint, or prcssecl

sPccimcns‘ Weuseaii olb. cardstock in our children’s favorite colors for
c{ivic{ing pages, such as at the bcginning of the notcbook, between BC

and AD), and for extra sections such as maps, Famib tree, Narrations, articles, books read, c{fagrams...

All of our pages are slid into plastic sheet protectors and kept in 3-ring binders. We use a variety of fig-
ures for Placing on our timelines. We bcgan our first timeline when using KONOS unit studies. We
| OVE. those Figures. Theg are laminated, so tl’leg secem to last FTORFVER! We have also found
other great resources with ngures that work nicelg in our notebooks such as.../ essons from f—ﬁstor‘y, Ge-
ogr:aloly Matters, Olc{ E_ncgclopec{ias, Olc{ books and textbooks, librar3 books gus’c make coPicsm we
reduce ours to fit our timelines more nicc!y), computer cncyclopcdias, Websites, T T (! Be on the look-

out!

quck TIPS for Makmg and usmg Your Tlmclmc Notcbook

Use largc §—nng binders. They are cxpandable .and believe it or not, you will NE_E_D to ex~
Pand in no time at alll

2. Workasa Familg! YOU] make one too! Youwill | OVE_it!
Use while you read and stucig through every subjcct! (Ise as you study the Pible, travel, re-
search! Mark authors, events, Pcople! At the most bring your notebooks out each week to add
new entries. \We copy pictures, reducing themto a tiny size thatis Pcnccct for our pages.

4. Bring in YOUK stylc! FVERY notebook WL | look different! Soooo, make it work for youl

We glue in Pictures, write a bit about the person or event, etc.

NI E RN RN NN NN NN NSNS NSNS NN SN NNSENNNNNNNNNNNENNNNNRNNNNNNNRNRNNENN

/S E I S IR NS NSNS SN NSNS NS NENENENEEEENEENEERNE
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:llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll‘
m 5. Trg a little Scrapbooking! You may want to add “frames” of bright colors behind the Picturcs of
: the PeoPIe...or cut out the pictures with Paper~eclgers...or use neat pens for sPecial emPhasis...
: etc! Once you begfn, you WIL L be hooked!
6. Havc a 5Pccial spot for your children to kccP their binders. |f you

14531250, 1235 B.C.
. want your children to use any of their notebooks, cspccia“y their Jimeline

T
Moses, Passover, the Exodus Wilderness Wanderings

Notcboo;és, theg need to have easy access to the notebooks and supplies.

Flus, IT" there is a spot to keep their notebooks, it will be easier to l(eeP the
notebook nice and neat. (Ohhhh, and if there is a spccial spot for the note-

books, the children can rest assured that their hard work will be safe from
younger sibhngs and pets.

7. Oh..Don't sweat the divisionst T here will alwags be an exception.
Some time Pcriocls may actuang become such a dclight to stuclg that your
Family needs to dcvclop an entire notcbookjust for that studg. Dort

worry..just GO for it

Morc ]dcas...

Need some other ideas to fit your needs? | here are as many variations for

timeline notebooks as there are Pcoplc! [Here are some to consider...

“M9 Countrg Timeline”

“Mg State Historg Timclinc”

~—~~(Unit Stuc{g) Timclinc...SPace Exploration, Westward Expansion, The \/ikings,
Composers, American Artists...

—~(Ferson) T imeline..Robert T .| ee, T homas |~ dison...

—(Time FPeriod) Timeline... American Revolution, [~ gyptian, Greek, Romans, Middle
Agcs...

“My Familg Timeline”

“Famous Men of—¢..Civil War, American Revolution...

“Battlcs of—« T he American Revolution, T he Civil War, World War |, World War ||,

The Vietnam War, Desert Storm...

[Have funl Make | OT S of great memories!
Cindy

Excerpted From Make YourOwn /']'/Istmy 7-/'mcélnc!
Need more help?’? Check out our rcaclg to use Makc YourOWn /L"//:stary 77/17c//’nc Facﬁct’s! Flus! [ lisabeth now
Procluccs Packet with rca&g to use timeline \Cigurcsl TOO CUTE‘

/S E I IS R NSNS SN NN NS NSNS SN ESESESSEESNESNSENESENNNNNNESNENENEENNENNENENEENERE
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Timeline | inks You
Are OURL To Love!

Our TIME. FOR TEA Discussion | ist constantb features WONDERFU L posts that have REALLY hc]Pc& me through
the years to find great l’welp for teaclﬂing my children. T hese links were shared 173 moms on the list. Remember the sites are CON-
5TANTLY changing, so some of these may be outdated or changcd...but, hoPeFu”g tﬁeﬁ will be as grcat now as thca have been

formel

http://oclur.let.rug.nl/’*usa/D/inc{ex.htm (Features Revolution to Reconstruction)
http://www.teacheroz.com/Ma Ps_filags_j—imc[ines.[ﬂtm #timelines

(Features Maps, F!ags, Timelines)

http://mi”ennium.ns.sgmPaticaca/time]ine/inc]ex.]—ltml (Interactive Timelinc~~Ha]i\cax, Nova Scotia, Canacla)
http://www.whitehouse.gov/icids/index.lﬁtml (White [House)

http://c{onnayoung.org/historg/time[ine—cw.htm (T imeline book instructions)
http://www.sbrowning.com/whowhatwher\/indcxphpﬁ (Who, What, W[’uer\, lnteractive [Historical Timelines)
http://www.humanities~intcractivc.org/sP!enclors/timclinc.htm (Mexico: Splcndors of T[’air*tg Ccnturies ~Time-
lines)

httP://wwwourtimc[ines.com/ QOur Timclincs.Com [ome Fage)

httP://www.hFac.uHedu/gl/g]fhtm

http://www.via]arp.org/ZOs/ZOs_'time[ines‘htm (1920 |nteractive | iterature Resources - History and Timclincs)
http//wwwjegacg?é?org/timclincl—ltml (Women, and \Women's Smcmcragc Timeline)
http://wwwgliahuHec(u/historgon]ine/timelines.ocm (Historg Online: T imelines)
http//www.yahooligans.com/Arounc{_the_Wor[c{/Countrics/umted_statcs/f"'listory/Timc[incs/ - (Around
the Wor[c{: Countries: United States: fﬂistor}j: Time[ines. Mu]tiP[c listings)
http://home.cﬂ.rr.com/eaa/Languages‘htm (Computcr Frogramming Language Timelines— [Forthe }Juclclir\g com-
puter gceksl ©)

}1ttp://wwwgis.com/time[ine/\qash/inclex.htm] (Time[ine»interestingl)
http://www.})csthistorgsitesrxet/AncicntBib!ica[shtml (Bcst of Historg Web SitCS: Ancient r‘listorg)
http://www.islandnet.com/'“Pjhughes/time.htm#Time[incs (The Telson SPur ~ Home Reference—scroll down to
many ]istings)

httP://wwwgti.nct/moco[ib i/kid/food html (The Food Timc]incho, theg‘re not kiclclingl)
http://wwwmetmuseum.org/toah/sp[as}mhtm (The Metropo]itan Museum of Art's T imeline of Art Historg}
http://www.cbc‘]—kids.cbc,ca/gcncra!/tlﬁcJab/lﬁistor9~o)c~invcntion ﬁ"‘listorg of Jnventions, a timeline from Fotterg to
Computers)

http//www.terrgFoxrun.org/english/marathon/timeline/de\cau]t.asp?s= i (Terry Fox's cross'Canar\cliar\ run with
an artificial ]cg)
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httP://co!lections.ic.gc.ca/Potato/index.asp (The Potato T hen &Now)

http://co”ections.ic.goca/turncr/t!ine i html (Time[inc of War I vents)
http://wwwarts.okanaganbcca/lcinear'ts/}-vis_Homc}-vtm] ]mPortant Moments in Canaclian Histor9>
httP://wwwbcrwickacadcmg.org/]incoln/lincoln.htm (Abraham Linco]n)
http://www,geomatters.com/ar‘ticles/heritage.shtml (GeoMatters Articles: Fami]g F]eritage and T imelines)
http://www,dohistorg.org/on“yourﬁown/too”dt/timelinc.htm] (How to Make a Timeline)
http://www.geomatters.com/articles/timc[ine.shtm[ (Articlcs from Cincly Wiggers: How Do | Make a Timc]ine?)
http://oneontakl ZAn&us/}-rs/Socia]stuclics.html (Social Studies \Web Sites)
httP://www.icie.bericc]eg.edu/PeoP!e/a[cx/timc.htm[ chrescntations Of Time: Resources)
http://www.historica!timeline.com/ (]’ﬂistorica] Timelinc - Exp]ore r!istorg Through Five Dhc\cereﬂt Timelines)
http://www.maclbbs‘com/fvrcw/u.s__ﬂistorg/WWi htm (Wor[cl War D
http://www.gcocitics‘com/}:_ncl'lantec]Forcst/Foncl/ﬁ5 Zé/MaPsAhtm[ (Terric’s Maps F]ags —rime]ine)
http://cicolumbia.e&u/ci/sub_jccts/l-xistorg/c!asswcb.htm[ (Co]umbia |nteractive ~ Sub_jccts: History Forthe older
studcntsj

http://www.cocc.ec]u/cagatucci/classes/hum2 1 1/timelines/htimelinetoc. htm">htimelinetoc</A>  (African time-
line)

http://www.lihrargur\t.ec{u/genre\c/quickref:/time‘]’xtm (Timc]ines: Qyick Re]cercncc)
}1ttp//}']iglﬂcred.mcgraw%i”com/sites/00725+9 23 8/stuclent_vicw0/timelincs}ztm] (]ntroclucing Ant}vropo[ogg |
Timelines)

http://www,ehistory.com/wwii/timc[ine.cFm (e]’ﬂistory World War|]: Articles)
http://wwwz.canisius.eclu/"emeryg/timc.l']tml Timclinesl Wow... too many to mention here!)

KCCP searclﬁing! There are COUNTLESS sites online that are | OADE D with great lﬁelps‘. Keep on

searchingl These should keep you busg fora ]ong time though!
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Fine Arts... | he T ASY Wagl
Bg Cinclg Kushton

“C ome to Me, aﬂyou who labor and are heavy laden and overburdened, and | will cause you torest, (] will ease and relieve and re~
fresh your 5ou]5‘] Take my 3o|<c upon you and learmn of me, for | am g,canc (meek) and humble (]ow]y) in heart, and you will find rest
(relief and ease and refreshment and recreation and blessed quict) Foryour souls. Formy 3okc is wholesome (useful, good——not
Iwarsl'x, harcl, shar]:, or Frcssing, but com{:ortablc, gracious, and Flcasant), and MH burden s light and casy to be borne* Matthew IR
28-30 (Amplified Pible)

Come to Me...yes, Lorc{l We SO want to “come to Goc{” for our Plan for education...but, what
REALLY is included in His educational P!an for our children??? |~ ver wondered that same question?
Wc”, let’s go back to the bcginning and see the first instructions given to man and woman... |n (Genesis 1:
28 we rcad,

“And God blessed them and said to thcm, bc fruitful and mulﬁplg, and fill the cartl’v, and subdue it [using all of its vast
resources in the service of God and man); and have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and over every

living creature that moves upon the earth.”

We are all very familiar with the command to be fruitful and multiplg to fill the earth. We are very
committed to that command. Put, what is the “extra stuff” here in this passage? \What can it mean? [ow

would this affect the education of our children?

Well, let’s look up some of these words. [or example, subdue means, “to struggle against, to conquer, to
contest.” We are not mcrclg Iooking at ti”ing the ground or subduing the Phﬂsical Propcrtics of the earth;
there is muc]’), much more! We are looicing at the “contest” or, in my favorite analogg, the “battle” for God’s
kfngclom here on earth! T here is a battle in our culture FOR OUR CULTURE‘ The greatest battle
yet! T hat battle is not waged on a battleficld with opponents dressed in camo, carrying guns and other
array, or driving tanks. T his great battle is wagccl in the hearts, souls, and minds of all Pcop]c. Part of our
mandate from (Genesis is to SUBPDULE this carth. We are to use Al | within our means to conquer,
contest, and struggle against evil and sin FOR the service of (God and others!

Currcntlg, in my oPinion, the area of Thc Finc Arts has been simply CJI\/EN to the enemy. ]n Fact,
instead of battling to regain grounc’, many (Christians simply “box” off the area of the [Fine Arts as a “no
zone” or “restricted area,” further Ieaving it in the enemy’s campl \What power we lose as a result! Rather

g our enemy to kecp this grouncl, ] cha”engc the }Jocly of C}'lrist to stcp forward and regairx

this tcrritory‘. We MUST “subdue” all areas...even the Fine Arts!

than allowin
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But, that is not the alll \We find another reason that we must introduce our children to the [Fine Arts
and make this area an integral part of their education. | ook again to the other Phrase in the above

passage: “and HA\/E DOM]N]ON over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and over every living

creature that moves upon the earth.”

To “have dominion” means that “we have force, Iordship, strengt}w, migl'\t, manifested power, and

authority; we complete; we perfect; we bring order; we rule over; we exercise authority.”
Y p p S Y

Again, we MUST take back this area for the kingdom of God. Thc reason that this area has
become enemy territory is because somewhere along the way, this arca was lost to the enemy and the
order, reason, and Per‘Fection that (God brings to all areas of life was separated from T he [Fine Arts.
Those who }Jring God back into these studies are treated to a bcautﬂ and c{eptl‘w of understanding thatis
lost by many in the church and culture todag. Yet, this need not be!

We can take back the grouna that enemy has stolen and regain beaut3 in the education of our children!
We can }Dring back this area that encompasses the most ncg]ectc& of all studies. OF all studies in the
home don’t Forgct the great, bcauthcul, and tru13 excellent in life!

The Fine Arts nourish our souls and those of our children! Tl‘ncg cl’xallcnge us to virtue, honor,
greatness, and heroism! Thcy are a vital part of Praising our |_ord! Want to Iightcn the load? Melt away
the cares? Preath | [T into the homeschool? Bring beautg into your home with [Fine Arts!

Picture Studies... How T o Stuclg Artl
Have no idea where to bcgin covering The Fine Arts? | remembcrjust how OVERWHELMED |

was at the thought of tcaching Art! | wondered how on earth to begin—] had no idea what to use, who

WAS an artist (rea”yl), or how to answer any questions that might pop up as my children studied. So,
what did | do? Notl’;ingl Abso|ute|3 nothingl

chcral years of homcschoo[ing went }33. Sti” nothing, absolutclg nothingl V\/e”, magbc somcthing~
more Procrastinationl Uust did not know anything about the teacl’xing Art. | had no idea where to begin...
so, | didnt! Until | met Charlotte Mason tl’urougl’x her great books! She had such great advice for teach-

ing art (wc”, every other subjcct tool) that ] immcdiatclg had all of the hclp ] needed to actua”g BEGIN‘

T“Iere are a few of her l’]ClP‘FUl quotes...

“When children have begun rcgular lessons (that is, as soon as thcg are 5ix), this sort of stuc{g of Picturcs should not be left
to c}’lancc, but thcy should take one artist after anothcr, term by term, and stuc]ﬂ ciuictly some half-dozen rcProc]uctions of
his work in the course of a term..we cannot measure the influence that one or another artist has upon the child’s sense of

beautg, upon his power of seeing, as in a Picturc, the common sights of life; he is enriched more than we know in having rca”3

o
looked at even a singlc Picturc“

?|t will be noticed that the work done on these Picturcs is done by the children themselves. T here is no talk about schools of

g is to

Painting, little about style; consideration of these matters comes in later life, but the first and most impor‘tant thinv
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KNOW the Pictures themselves. As ina wor‘tl’wﬂ booi(, we leave the author to tell his own tale, so do we trust the Picture to

tell its tale through the medium the artist gave it. |nthe region of art as elsewhere, we shut out the middleman.”

V\/hat does this look like in our home? We have made this very, very simplc. We decided to bcgin Art
Print Notebooks for each of our children many, many years ago. We buy them Prints that we find a[ong
the way. For example, we found great prints at our local Walmart. Theg were in the “reac]3~to~Frame” sec~
tion (with picture frames). Walmart has prints all different sizes, but we found the 8.5 X 11 inch pictures
that are Perfcct for our notebooks. Thcse Prints were also so reasonable (about $1.00 cach) that we
were able to let the children choose their “own” artists and Prints to study. We took those Prints home,

Placed them on cardstock paper, slid them into sheet Protectors, and added them to their notebooks.

[ lisabeth | OVE S to try to draw “like the artist” so she also has many original sketches that she has
rawn as she “trie er hand” at copying the master! e added those to ner notebook too! e have also
d he “tried her hand” pying th ! dded th h tebook too! We h I
found Postcards, handouts, and mementos with great Prints on them too. We add them to the notebooks
too. Oh, that is not alll Most of my favorite art museums (Thc Louvrc, Thc Mctropo!itan Ar‘t Muscum,
T he Smithsonian, etc) have art “ga”eries” online. When we see great Prints in theirga”eries, we simply cIiP
and Paste them into our Microsoxct Worcl program so we can Print out coPies for our notebooks and

thumbnails for our Timclincs‘ | look for Prints FVERYWHERE! You will see them now too! We don’t

have to sPcnc{ a fortune to c{cvclop a nice collection that introduces our children to the art and the artists!

So, what do you do after you have a Print? | had no idea mgselxc‘ Again, (Charlotte Mason said it best
in her book, School E ducation...

“We attach a good deal of value to what we call Picturc talks, thatis: a reProduction of a suitable Picturc, })3 Millet, for exam-
ple, is put into the children’s hands, and they study it by themselves. T hen, the children of from six to nine describe the pic-
ture, giving all the details and showing by a few lines on the blackboard where is such a tree or a such a house; judging if they
can the time of day; c{iscovcring the story if there be one. T he older children add to this some stud3 of the lines of comPosi—
tion, light and shade, the Particu[ar 5t3]e of the master; and reProduce from memory certain details. T he object of these les-
sons is that the Pupi]s should learn how to appreciate rather than how to

Proéuce:"

Thisis REALLY what a Picture Study is all about! Appreciation! | _etting the children see! | _etting
the artist “sPeak” directlg to the child! \We do not have to Plan the lessons. \WWe do not have to ask (or an-
swerl) the cluestionsl All we have to do is introduce our children to the greatest minds and let the artist be
the teacher! |_ct the children ask the questions! | et the print answer the questions! = asy? Oh, yes! [ic-
ture Studies... T he [Lasy Way! Still not clear? Well, let me take you to QIR home so you can see how
we teach Picture Studies, stcp~}35~stcp...

StCP~I>9-5tCP Tcaching Picture Studics...

Keview. Bcgin bg asking the children to “remember what their last Picture~ta”< was about, and what
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artist was famous for the Painting...” (Charlottc Mason) lt is amazing how much information the chil-
dren will recall and be able to share with one another! Review information about the artist’s life. Mg
favorite resource for learnfng more about the lives of the artists is Barrg Stebbing’s book (God and
Thc History of Art. |t is the most detailed resource available. Flus, Barrg writes from a (Christian

Worldvicw—a Pricclcss resource!

Show the children (] teach my children all at the same timel) a Print giving them P!entg of time to look
and erjog. Curl up with the Print like an old book! Make a memorgl [f each child is cleveloping their
own notebook, simplg have a ?amily time for each to share “their Prints” and what t)‘wey are |eaming from

them!

Discuss the Print with your children.. DO NOT lecture or exp|ainl (Charlotte Mason wrote in
Home F ducation, “Give them the Picture...to look at, and ask them to find out all they can about it
themselves, and to think what idea the artist had in his mind, and what idea or ideas he meant his Pic~
ture to convey to us.” | et your children alone with the artist—you will be amazed at how perceptive
children are AND how much can be learned bgjust Ictting the artist in direct contact with your chil-
dren. l]C you do want to share more, you may want to read a biographg or a short story about the artist
and his life, but this is not necessary (on|3 if you want to!). T he main emPl’xasfs is to rea”y LOOK at
the Print and SFF DETAILS! Charlotte Mason wrote in T oward A Fhilosophg of [:__cluca~
tion, ” After a short story of the artist’s life and a few sgmpathctic words about his trees or his skies,

his river~Paths or his Figures, the little Pictures are studied one at a time; that is, the children learn not

merelg to see a Picture, butto | OOK AT IT, taking in every detail”

Turn the Print over and let the child describe the details from memory. This can be in the form of a
Narration or drawing or discussion. Charlotte Mason describes how to do this and WY to do this
in Toward A Fhilosophg of [ ducation, “T hen the Picturc is turned over and the children tell what
thcy have seen,— dog c{riving a flock of shccp along a road but nobodg with the c{og...Nothing is left
out...there is enough for half an hours talk and memory in this little reProcluction ofa great Picture and
the children will know it wherever theg see it, whether a signecl ProoF, a copy in oils, or the original itself
in one of our galleries...|n this way, children become acquainted with a hundred, or hundreds, of great
artists during their school life and it is an intimacy which never forsakes them” (Children are

KEMARKABLY ATTENTI\/E‘ Theg see incredible details! Tl’}is encourages them to

notice even greater details. Give them a blank sheet of paper to let them have a chance to trg to

recreate the Print themselves. KCCP the clrawings and Narrations in a notebookjust for Art. |f you

have extra Prints, you can even let the children have their own for their notebooks as well!
Tum the Print back over to see how accurate tl'u:g werel

| eave the Pﬁnt out for the children to come back to it c]un'ng the week. At the end of the week, we
usua”g discuss the painting and details that we have en)’oyeci from the Print. If the Print is religious in
nature, we look up and read the Bib!c account in Scripturc‘ (For examPIc} when we studied
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Rembrandt’'s T he Raising of the Cross, we looked up the gospcl account of the crucifixion. T his
adds to the emotion of the Print and he]Ps us to actua”9 go back in time to Rembrandt’s studio...as

well as, the cross.)

Bring out certain Prints at certain seasons. \We love brir\ging out Prints like The Raising of the
Cross }33 Rembrandt and Cimabue’s T he Crucﬂ:ixion at [ aster, [abriano’s | he Adoration of the
Magi and Duccio’s T]’:e Nativitg during Advent. Thcg compliment our decorations and our festive
moods! Also, | do this with music such as [Jandel's Mcssiah for Christmas every year.

HCIP the children to bcgin their OWN collection of fine art! (Great Prints are all around us. | ncour-
age your children to become art collectors from an earlg age. T!’len, their !i{:estgle can teach the les-
sons with very little preparation on your part. Sut, how? | ook at your local Wal-Mart in the “picture
frames” or “mats.” Our local store has a whole island disp[ag with Beatrix Fottcr, Monets, etc. Thc 8
1,72 X 11 inch Prints are onlg $1.00 each. [T ach week you could invest in a Print for your Familg. Jn
on13 a year, the collection would fill an entire Notebook. \We build our collections bg using these and
Print books (Wcjust found some gorgeous books for onlg $3.00 each last week!) on different artists
and all of their life works. We also collect Postcarcls that we find at different museums and historical
sites. A collection adds up quick and need not cost a fortune.

Read stories or biographical sketches about the artist! T here is nothing like a biographg to Pu” you
into the life of another person. Artists are no different. | heir biograp!'n'es are guaranteecl to teach

more tlﬂanjust about their lives. Your Familg will be introduced to the entire culture at the time.

Turmn Your Children Loosc! |t should be remembered that this is notj ust another thing for YOU] to
dot | love what Cl‘xarlotte Mason wrote in her book, Towar& A Fhilosopl'tg of Education,..

»|t will be noticed that the work done on these Picturcs is done })3 the children themselves. T here is no talk about schools of
Painting, little about 5t9|c; consideration of these matters comes in later life, but the first and most imPortant tl—n’ng is to
KNOW the pictures themselves. As ina worthy book, we leave the author to tell his own ta]e, so we trust the Picture to tell
its tale through the medium the artist gave it. |n the region of art as elsewhere, we shut out the middleman.”

What About ORIGINAL ARTWORK??2

]nevitablg, this is one of the most common questions that we first think about in regarc{ to teaching Art.
So, what about original art? Tcaching drawing? Where do we bcgin tcaching them the basics?

Thiswas a VERY difficult area forme. | ST L struggle in this area. What did | do, esPeciaﬂg since |
wanted to ensure that my children had proper instruction in &rawing’? We”, first of all, | consider this area
much like cooking or sewing. T here are areas that | feel very “able” to teach to my children like Languagc,
SPe”ing, | iterature, Science, rlistorﬂ, etc. [Jowever, Drawing is c*excinite[zj NQOT one of those areas! |n
Fact, cooking and sewing were not areas for me for a long, long time. [Jow did | fall in love with those sub-
Jects? How did [ learn FHOW to cook and sew? | first watched others who were good at it! T hen, | bought
the best books (and Pat’ccrns) out there that could take me step~bg~stcp through the process. Thcn, as






