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time went on, ] began to add my own touches to my goodics. Now, I feel very good about both areas. So
much so, that | have designed my OWN patterns and my OWN recipes. @ REAL accomPlislﬁment for

me, if you know what | mean?)

ln f”‘lomcschooling ] have found that there are going to be areas that ] am simplg not as goocl at as other
areas. Yet, this hindrance need not criPPIe the education of my children. |nstead, | have found some keys
to Eelp teach these areas! [~ ven c]rawingl

First, | have put my children in direct contact with artists. Artists | OV their art AND art bg others!

| ittle tlﬁings that they teach along the way become awesome lessons, notjust as techniques, but even more

so as a Passion for the subjectl Second, there is a real realitg about art. Some of our favorite artists are

either dead or out of reach for c{ag—bg-c{ag instruction. We”, except when we get in direct contact with

them through their art and through biographics about them. [For this reason, we have }Jrought those artists
to OUR homes as our teachers through coPies of their Prints and their biographies. All we have to do is
sit down and let the artist teach to us. | he lessons are Price|essl Fina”g, notl’ling can teach drawfng like
actua”g l‘)aving the best tools and using them on a regular basis to create! So, how have we accomplishcc‘
tcaching this stuclg when itis not MY stud\g? When | do not know much about it? \We give our children ac-
cess to artists, Past and Present. We give them the best curriculum to l’lCIP them learn tecl’miques of the
masters. (566 our Iisting for How (Great | hou Art and Visual Manna Curriculums. Botl‘n are FE_K-

FECT for instructing children in drawing AND in art aPPrcciationl) We give them the best tools and
suPPIies. And we turn them loose! Drawing instruction can be that easy!

Music Studies...

Souncl easg? We”, there are other arcas of the Fine Arts that are JusT as easy to teach! One
such area is that of Music Studies. Music Studies are a MUST for every homeschooll We are a

“music” ?amilg, Mg husband and children are very gimctec{‘ | am very AFFREC]AT]VE—JUSt know that in
heaven | will be able to sing The 5tar~5pang|ec| Banner (don’t know why | want to, but itj ust seems to be

THE SONG that every gf)cted singer should sing?) Music is an integral part of our home and Family life.

] think that one reason is because of how beautiful music can be. One great examp|e of some of the

}Dcautg that comes into the home from Music/Litcrature is from one of our recent lessons. Here are

highlights from our reading n C]ﬂ:t of Music on Hagdn...

“4He resPected (God and the order in [His creation. [Je saw beﬂoncl the momentary excitement of vio!entlg changing the
present Po]itica], religious, and educational systems without Putting into the void a real base—found on|3 in true Christianitg
T hose who (Jeny the truth of Scripture never find freedom. Tﬂaﬂdn accepted his liFe, hard as it was at times, and found it
good. He rccogm’zec] that there are fresh Possibi]ities ahead for those wi”ing to be builders in life rather than c{estoacrs.
]‘—]afj&n wrote some of his richest and happicst music toward the end of his life. [e said on one occasion, “(God gave me a
cheerful hcar‘t, so Hc will surcly Forgi\/c me if ] serve Him chccrﬂx”&“ Wbcn obstacles came into his ]ti, and he found it hard
to persevere, he said that often something within him whisPereC], “There are but few contented and haPFy individuals here
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below; everﬂwhere grieF and care prevai]; perl’waps your labor may one dag be the source from which the weary and worn, or
the person burdened with affairs, may derive a few moments of rest and reicreshmcnt...Bccausc r—jagdn did Prevai] over his
hardﬁhips with stubborn tenacity and resourchu!ncss, he became one of the most indcpcndcnt spirits in musical Hstory, and
one of the most deliberate and &iscip]ined. He a|wags found composition a Iabor, and so he set for himself regu|ar hours to

compose. When ideas did not come, he Praged for them. When thczﬂ came, he worked with unremitting industrg...”

Hagc{n worked as a musical director for a country home of Frince Faul E_stcrl‘xazy‘ Haycln’s

cxplanation for his origiﬂal compositions for this r”iungarian Princc was...
“I was cut off from the world; there was no one to confuse or torment me, and I was forced to become origina].”

Tru!g beautiful work like this brings us instration to come apart to become ’cruly orlginal as welll Yes,
his work and that of many other gimctcc{ crcatorsmbrings refreshment and rest to weary souls! Want a little
beauty, insPiration, refreshment, and rest in your home? Want to subdue and have dominion over this area?

Want to bringglory to (God? Want to reap all of the Hessings that are yours? Bring in Music Stuclfcsl

| know! ] know! You are thinking, “BUT! Cinc!g! NOT ANOTHER T]””NC) TO DO ] can
barelg get the children all bathed and fed cach dayl” (Can't handle one more thing to do? Scared of the
“unknown” with those subjects that YOU do not even know about, much less know where to begin teach-

ing them?

Beloved, teacl’xing the Music Studies is Perhaps the FASIEST to bring into your home with little

or no Preparation of your own because all we have to do is i:)ring our children in direct contact with the

composers and their work. T he lessonsjust }'xappenl Want to know how to }Jring the Music Studies into

your [Homeschool in a nutshell?? Wc”, here are stcp~by~stcp how-to’s for teaching those Music | _essons.
| think you will find these easy for you too!
Y yrory

StCP"bH'StCP Tcacl'ling Music Studies...

Ficlc one composer to s’cuclg every six months (You may Premcer to cover more composers. Some moms
studg a different composer every six wccksl). Wc like to rea”y get to know our composers and all of

the works }33 them that we can find.
First, try Iistcning to only one of his/her great works!

Wl’lcn interest Pcaks, read a biograpl'lg about the composer and allow the children to narrate a sketch
of the composer for their Music Notebooks!

Lool( for sgmpl'lonics, concerts, or recitals to hear the music live.
Once the {:amily is pretty familiar with the composer’s work, introduce more works bg that composer.

Hclp children to bcgin their own collections of various types of music: Classical music, Gospcl Music,

Praise Mucis, ]:o”c Music, etc.
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T umn on music every clag. We begin our days with Praisc music in our home. |t seems to set the tone.
We also try to listen every day to Classical Music for about 1,72 hour minimum. We play it gently in
the backgrounc] during chores, naps, as going to s]ccp, travel, leisure, school-work, meal Preparation,
Plaging, drawing, nature walks. Our children truly love Al L kinds of music. T here is nothing quite like
snopping while tl‘reg recognize a rare Piece of Classical Music. Well, except when tlﬂey grow to Preter
the truly great and beautiful to that which is shallow and uglgl

Bcgin your collection with one great collection such as Vivaldi’'s Four Seasons or angtlﬁing bg
Mozart! You can find collections very reasonable at stores such as Kmart, Wal-mart, Bcst Bug, or
Circuit City!

Trg copging narratives from Color the Classics into their Music Notebooks. T he coloring pages
included in their books are FERFECT for adding into the Notebooks too. [f you want some easy
music lessons for on~tlﬁe~go, try tapes such as Classical Kids or Moments with the Masters to teach
biographies of composers in a fun way!

Read stories written around comPositions such as | he Nutcracker, Peter and the Wolf, Carnival of
the Animals. Put Narrations of those stories in their Music Notebooks!

Having a lack of interest? Tr3 to get to know your child’s favorite music, then tney will be more
inclined to get to know yours! Ttwe clcpttw of relationship that is there when you KNOW that favorite
song of your claughtcr or mother or granc{motncr, can rca”g cut througn the generations. Another
ttﬁng that may be a necessity is cutting out hindrances that contribute to dividing the tamilg...—r\/, teen

magazines, pop music! |nstead focus on making memories and getting to know one another better!

We try to introduce our children to all sorts of music from all througtmout lﬁistory. The dcpttw of studg is

unbelievable when we bring in the beauty of great music alongside of our studies! (Give it a try and you will

find itis notjust awesome, but it is easy too!

5tcp-l>9~5tcp Tcaching Foctrg...

Oh, tinding the [Fine Arts to be easier to teach than you could have ever dreamed? Well, the next area
of Fine Arts isjust as easy to teach (if not easier!) as the first two arecas. |n fact, it was rea”y kinda tunng
how Foetrg Studies made their way into our homeschool without efforts or intentions bg me in the least.
T}‘ucg snuck in througtw our Copgwork lessons!

We began using Copywork for c]ai|3 Language Avrts lessons over 9 years ago. In looking for dai]3
gems, there were mainstays we could a|wags dePend upon on those dags that we did not find gems in our
read alouds. Yep, we always found great Copywork in the Bble and in poems! As matter of fact, | lov-
inglg call our poetry books, “No~5raincr~Language Arts | essons” T he Punctuation is there, the cor-
rect sPe”ing is there, good grammar is there, new vocabulary words are there, and usua”y, great literature is

there...all in a Poeml F|u5, as we have bouglﬁt great Poetrg collections ttlrougl’l the years, we have great op-
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tions for Copgwork on most any c]ay for all ages we teach!

The neat thing is that not onlg do | love the convenience and great models, but my children have gravi-
tated toward Foetrg natura”& T]’wey both have extensive collections of poetry that have resulted in hugc
Foctry Notebooks! \Want to give this a try for your home? [Have no idea how to bcgin? Well, here are
some steP~}33~steP tiPs for teaching Foetr}j Studies the T ASY WAY...

Stcp-bg~5tcp Tcaching Foctrg..,

Usc Foc’cry for Rcading Alouc‘l. T ake time to enjog poetry. Make it a part of your {:amily memories.

When rcading, take turns reading bcauthcu”\tjl There is no greater “reader” for your }chinning read-

ers than sweet children’s Poetryl

Ficlc a few good Foc’crg books (Famous Focms Old and Ncw, Kobcrt Louis Stcvcnson’s C}wild’s
Garclcn of Vcrscs)‘ [Have them in your home. G]\/E your children EASY access to them!

«

‘ho-brainer”

Use Foc’crg for Cowaor‘d Foetr3 has been our Fami!y’s chosen Copgwork on those
c{ays when we rea”9 arejust getting work done and need a quick lesson without Having to access too
many brain cells! The Furmy thing has been how our PASSION for poetry has c{evelopec] as we
have found so many fun favorites! (Give it a try! E353 Language Arts lessons AND deve|oping a

taste for the excellent! Can’t beat that! Don’t gorget to ]LLU\()TRATEI Hang in your home,/
give as ghcts.

Memorize and recite beloved poetry. This has been an element in a full education for hundreds of

years. Over 100 years ago, Clﬂarlotte Mason wrote in Homc E_clucation,

« Al children have it in them to recite; it is an imPrisoncc{ ghct waiting to be delivered... T he child should
sPeak beautiful thoughts 50 beauthcu”\zj, with such delicate renc{ering of each nuance of meaning, that
he becomes to the listener the interpreter of the authors thought...Consider what aPPreciation,
sympathy, power of expression this implies... T he child is led to find the just expression of the thought
for himself; never is the poor teacher allowed to set a Pat’tem—‘sag this as | say it’ The ideas are kcpt

well within the child’s range, and the expression is his own.”
Post coPics of poetry around the homel

Make a notebook with collections of beloved poetry for each child! Mg c{aughter has Precious collec-
tions of Robert Louis Stcvcnson} her Pcrsonal favorite. [Her collection is so very spccial to her. Jt not
only has her favorite Poet, it also has her Precious hand-drawn illustrations for each poem. Too Pricc~

less!

Focus on one Poct at a time! We did this quite bﬂ accident! Our children seemed to natura”g gravi-
tate toward MOKE Poctrg }39 Pocts that t!’xeg liked along the way. Wc also learned more research
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skills }39 1ooi<ing for more work bg those Pocts.

Jn all of your studies, remember to Puu in poetry. American Histor3 stuc]g is fncomplete without

reading Henr}j Wordsworth Longxce”ow’s poem, Faul Revere’s Ride. Nature Studies are dull and
lifeless without the study of poetry alongside. Bible History is incomP!ete without the [salms
alongside showing the thoughts of the hearts of men and women during all of history. Just tie in
poetry into all studies to give balance and bcautg!

Stuclg poetry in the Biblc.

Study terms (rhgme, meter, coup]ct, alliteration, sonnet, limerick, mctapl’xor)‘

Studg a Poc’c (livcs, worl<s, worlclvicws).

T"H YOUR hand at poetry!

KEEF a Foctrg Notcboold ]nclude poems that are coPied in dai|3 Copgwork !essons, narrations

about pocts, timelines showing the lives of pocts, research behind the poems, etc!

Easg enouglﬂ? Yep, it is that easy! We don’t have to get boggec[ down in details. T he goal is to bring
the children to the best and let them do aPPrcciating for themselves! T!‘wey will }chin to aPPrcciate for
themselves the bcauty of words Fitly spokcn, then you will know that poetry is bcaring fruit!

|iterature Studies...

Well, Iast~but~certaix113~not~|east, | iterature Studies! | have to tell you somet}wing that you would
NEVER believe bg l(nowing me now. | FJAT E.D | iterature in my school years. The requirec] reac]ings
were never what | would have chosen to read or still would choose to read now for that matter! \WWhen | be-
gan homcschooling, | had no idea what we should read, much less where to bcgin choosing books so |
would be sure not to miss ANY of the best books, esPeciaHy since | wanted for MY children to have the
very best education Possiblel [f that were not enouglﬂ, | also strugg|ed with my great need for TIME to fit
in one more ti‘wing into my alrcad5 busg schedule. T hat was until | read a very important quote bg Cl’xar—
lotte Mason that changcc{ my whole view of education! She wrote in [Jome E_clucation,

“A\ child has not begun his education until he has acquired the habit of reading to himself, with interest and pleasure, books
Fu”}j on a level with his inte”igence. | am speaking now of his lesson books, which are all to apt to be written in a sty[c of
insufferable twadd|c, Probab[g because they are written bg persons who have never chanced to meet a child. A..ThereFore,
the selection of their first lesson-books is a matter of grave importance, because it rests with these to give children the idea
that know[cdge is suprcmelﬂ attractive and that reading is delightpul. Once the habit of reac]ing his lesson books with de]lght
is set up in a child, his education is—not completcd, but ensured; he will go on for himself in spite of the obstructions which

school too common]y throws in his way.”

| knew that this was TRUTH‘ | had walked across the stage to get my diploma having all of the skills |
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needed to learn. ] had made the grade. Ar\cl, if you had asked me at the time, ] would have told you that l
knew FEVERYTHING that | needed to know! (until | began to homeschool and realized that indeed
there was MORI to learn!) What was the difference in the education that | had attained and the one
that | wanted for my children?

Jn my education, | could fill in the blanks and make the grac{es. But, truth was, | did not graduate Feeling
like ] rea”g KNEW ang’ching well. ] had crammed for the tests and made the grades, but never deve!oped
any intimacies with any of the topics on the tests. | had gone through all of the years of my schooling with-
out xcailing even one class, yet in all of those years, | had never fallen in love with ]camingl | could not and

still cannot articulate the loss in my own education. Put, | did know | wanted MORF_ for my children.

You can imagine my delight when | wandered across this awesome quote by (Charlotte Mason. | wanted
the education that she described in this passage. T hat was TRUL education. |t was the bcginning of a
!hcestgle of Ieaming for LIFF ! Sure, the children learned the skills for Ieaming, but there was more! They
also learned at an ear13 age to love Ieamingl T!’]eg learned to take delight in Ieaming for the sake of feed-
ing their hungry minds, not for merely passing the test! Now, as we have seen the years go by, | can attest

to the education that is available for children when we give them an education based upon great literature.

Jtisa FUlLL education! A | [VING education! Anditis T ASY!

50, want to know how to implcmcnt | iterature Studics the EASY WAY? [ etme share some tips...

Tips for Tcaching Your Childrcn Tl’irough Great | jterature...
Rcacl aloud as a {:amilgl (Choose the most quiet, relaxing} unintcrruptcd time of your day. Curl up and

read to your little ones. You will build memories..teach lessons without l’laving to follow long, difficult,
frustrating lesson plans..and learn together! We have chosen right before bedtime. We have captive
audiences...less intcrruptions...and if we want to read Iongcr, we can read as long as we want without
interFering with other to-do’s!

Alwags kccP a read aloud going. Follow the pace and interests o{zgour Familg. Cl—woose those books
that instill the qualities and character that needs to be c{evelopec{ in your Family members. Use books
that l'lelp to teach lessons that are number one on your list of Priorfties‘ We love books that clﬂa”enge
us toward greatness. My picks are reprints from the past. Lamplighter Books, Bethlehem Books,

Beautiful Feet Books, and Wallbuilders arcjust a few of the companics that are committed to

bringing us the best literature from the past. We read these as a Familg AND we }Dring these titles to
other families ’clﬁrouglﬁ our book store. | imited on your budget? Just bug one at a time. Fick the ones
that will encourage your family to step heavenward!

Read whole books that are introduced in [iterature books! | iterature books usua”g onlg have
sniPPets of the WHOLE book included. Whg not clig up the original versions so you can have the
whole book? Most libraries have the WHOLL BOOK available for you to check out at any timel

WraP your iterature around a person you would like to stuc‘ly. Look at an author, inventor,
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thcologian, historical Figure, ctc. Dig into the lives of great Pcop[cl | ook at the time Pcrioc{ thcg lived
in, a toPic of their interest, their favorite books, etc. Dig c{eepl The cleeper you dig, the more that is
taken into the c{eptl’ls of the heart, soul, and mind of your child!

WraP your literature around a toPic you would like to study in your lessons. There is no need for a
textbook, a great book is the PerFec’c teacher!

Match rcading with history time Pcriocls! T ake alook at books that were written before or &uring the
Perioc] you are studging‘ Discern the effect that literature had on that Period of lﬂis’corg. OR..take a
look at that period of time through the eyes of the author.

Bring in all su[?jccts tl’:rough great literature! ((Guess you have an assurance of how [ ASY thatis

}33 nowl)

Donr't clui’c reacling when thcg get older! Several years ago | was rcading in What is a Family? Bg
[ dith Schaeffer. She was writing about her tradition of rcading to her children when thcg come
home as adults to visit her. | kinda got a visual in my mind of ME going home to see my mother and
how beautiful that would be for all of us to still curl up to hear Momma read, even with our children
around our feet! | was ready to commit to reading aloud to my children, but there was more! As Mrs.
Schaeffer continued sharing, she }chan to talk about her children’s children bringing those Iovclg
great grandchildren to see her—and hear "I R read to them! You get it too? |sn’t this awesome?7? |
want this! | want to have this Precfous tradition for all the generations that | will be blessed to see, but |
want even more! | want to pass this tradition of bringing beauty into the home to my children. And to

imagine that thcy are | . ARNING as we build memories! T his is tru]g THE FASY WAY to

educate our children!

Why Do Wc Give Our Chilc{rcn _ﬂ-:is Tgpc of Eclucation???
So, what is the big deal? There are other options to education. Whg this one? \Well, | think that
Gladgs Hunt, the author of Honcy 1Fora C[‘lilc‘]’s Hcart, shares my heart better than ] can on paper. She
writes,

“As Christian Parents we are concerned about bui[ﬂing whole PeoP|e—PcoP[e who are alive cmotiona”\lj‘ sPiritua”H,
intel]ectua”g. T he instruction to train upa child in the way he should g0 encompasses s0 much more than teacl'}ing him the
facts of the gospe]. |t is to train the child’s character, to give him l'ngh ideals, and to encourage ix1tegrit9. Jtis to Provide
Iargencss of thouglﬁt, creative thinking, imaginative wonderingﬁan ac{cquatc view of (God and His world. e can never
rea”g appreciate the finest without Persona| redemption. But many a redeemed person lives in a small, insecure world

because he has never walked with (God into a |arger P]ace, which is [is domain.”

]sn’t this awesome? ] have to agree with Mrs. Hunt. Wl’nen Gocl created this worlc{, He gave Adam and
[Tve a very interesting command to be Fruit)cul, multiplg, rcplcnish the ear‘th, subdue the carth, and have
dominion over all in and on the earth. As | consider this command, which is ours toc{ag as we are living and
Preparing our children for their ca”ing, there is no greater way to prepare our children for their ca”fng than

to give them a full education comp|ete with = VI N studies that include the Fine Arts.

So many in our culture live Purpose|ess, meaning[ess lives. [ ven Christians live in a “small, insecure
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world” as Mrs. Hunt describes above. Yet, this is not how it HAS to bel Our children can be Fruit{:ul,

multiplg, rePIenish our culture, subdue their world, and have dominion over the ideas and information

available to them. What a difference theg can make in the lives of others!

W]’lat About You???
So, where are 3ou? Are there hindrances that need to be Puslﬁed tlﬁrouglﬁ? Do 3ouju5t need to i:)egin

in an area of digicuhg‘..then, add those other areas of stuc{g as you gain confidence? Are you ncecling to

Just dig in and build upon the foundation of great literature? | will conclude with the rest of that quote

above !:)3 Glaclgs r]unt,

“We have books and TI’IC Book at our c]isPosa| to use wiscly for God's glorﬂ A young chi]c], a fresh undluttered mind, a
world before him—to what treasures will you lead him? With what will you furnish his spirit?”

}ﬂappg }ﬂomesclﬁoolfng THE TFASY Wag!

Exccrptccl [From Homcscﬁoo/ing 771@ Eas‘g Way Vo/umc /

Need more hc[P? See our comPanion tape laterin our ]isting!
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Nature Studg...The E_asg Wag!
Bg Cincl\g Rushton

/i’ /s 50 neat to 8o back to articles and books that / have written over the years to see where Goal has
taken me and how far we have alreadyy come. [ lovingly bring this chapter from my book Nature Study the
r asy Waﬂ as a treat for you c/ur/ng this season that a/ways ér/ngs our hearts and minds (and PBOD-
/55) to (God'’s creation. /)[ you need more /J@/P in the basics of f@ac/r/ng science t/zroug/z nature stua/y and

great booés, / urge you to take aa/vantage of our mont/'7/ﬂ 5P€C/a/5 to get yourown copy of our /\/ature
§tudﬂ the Easﬂ Waﬂ book and audio L‘a/ocs/ /D L[//éf We have other great resources that you 5/'/71/o/ﬂ
M[Jﬁ 7 have! [Fave fun..and C/y'oy God'’s awesome (_reation!
[ ove, C/ha/ﬂ

“ Tﬁc heavens declare the g/ory of Goaf and the firmament showeth /7/:5 handiwork. Day unto a’ay utter-

cth spccc/;, and n[g/7t unto n{g/:t showeth kno w/chc. T here is no speccﬁ nor lan‘gua‘gc, where their voice

is not heard. [ heirlne is gone oyt tﬁrougﬁ all the earth, and their words to the end of the world” Fsalms
19: 14

Coulcl it be? Naturc declares the glory of Goc{? How awesome! Tru13 there could not be any

spccch...Ianguage...voicc...or space on earth that could not hear nature utter its sPccch and knowlcc{gc of

Gocl. We”, except with mel!

We began homeschooling cight years ago (now 12 years ago). My priority was to train up my children
to serve and glorhcg (God in all thcg do as children and throughout their entire lives. | wanted for my chil-
dren to know my | ord! | set about to give my children a “Christian” ec{ucationi..)cunng to think how O/:/:]
was! | equa’cec] “(Christian” education with Frager and Pible stucly in school when there was so much more
that (God could do in our home with our entire ?amily if | wou]cl_just trust [im. T his is where our “ride” be-

gins!

| say ride because all | have been able to do is hold on for dear life as (God has directed us tl‘rrouglﬂ all
the turns..valleys...hills..and sometimes deserts of our journey [Homeschooling. We have been blessed
abundantlg in the little things. We have grown in undcrstanding of our dear | ord in all areas, but none
more than Nature Studyl

| had no idea going into Homesc!‘)ooling that there were so many hidden treasures in nature that could
show me the glorg of GOC{, much less that nature could sPcak truths about my Lorc{. l had gone all my life
thinking that “outside” wasjust full of bugs and dirt. Except for the occasional c{ag at the beach with my
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Familg (] went to sunbathcl), ] had very few excursions centered around nature after my childhood adven-
tures of Feecling mucl-Pies tomy siblings and making Pine~straw houses. | had no clue of all that | had been
missing...unti| we learned about Nature Studyl

You have got it! We bcgan to venture out into nature step }33 stcP‘. | lovedit! T he onlg thing | knew was
that trees are trees..birds are birds...and deer are those things that [Harold and his friends spent money
Preparing to kill, but never killed! (Can you believe that | felt tota”g ignorant and comﬂete!g unquali]ciecl to
teach my children about nature? Oh, but | was beginning to find that (God really could teach about [im-
self as wcjust slowed down to crjoy His bounty! Tl’]é rest is all }'ﬁstorg...or wc”, Nature Stucly in an easy

and natural wayl

Out~oF~Doors Dailg!
Thc first thing that we implcmcntcc{ toward Naturc Study in a more natural and easy manner was sim-
Plg getting out of doors each c{agl Sound simple? Jtis rea”y Promcouncll

Tl’xis was a simplc idea that l gleancd from C!‘war|ottc Mason‘ C!‘)arlotte Mason, an educator of the
late 1800’s, advocated short lessons finished carlg into the c{ayjust so that the children could have Plcntg
of time out-of-doors. She felt that children needed several hours each and every dayjust to do the tlﬁings
that simplg cannot be done insiclc“.cxplorc, climb trees and mountains, exercise, B;ke, run,J’umP rocks,
watch cloucls, learn about weathcr, collect nature (rocks, ﬂowcrs, Ieavcs...), sing, shout, Paint, watch ani-
mals, hunt tracks, learn natural geograpl’lg, so on! Miss Mason won my heart as she shared in her book
that every oPPortunitg should be seized to getout of doors, regarcﬂess of the time of year or the weather...

she even felt that meals and tea should be taken outside as much as PossiHe! A woman after my heart!

This time out of doors was not limited to the children, thoug}ﬂ (Charlotte recommended that the par-

ents and teachers take a blanket outside a|ong with a Prcject to do (needlework, books, writing, and

sketchbooks...) while the children cxp]orecl around them. She wanted for this time of the d39 to be a lei-
surelg time for children and adults. This time was not meant for lectures or lessons per sag...thc answer to
those of us with limited knowlec{ge and unc’erstanclingl Rather, this time was meant for the children to have
access to mom as theg ]eisure]3 brouglﬁt back their finds or described the intricate details of what tl’xeg saw
outside. T he focus was to be simplc recognition of nature all throughout the year in all different sea-
sons...to learn the life cyclc of Plants and animals imCorma”g as thcg go along...and to grow in aPPrcciation
and attentiveness to the tiny details of (God's creation! | hese ideas slowly began to teach me a different

way to teach my children abou ature! ey also encouraged me to become a “student” again!
y to teach my children about Nature! T hey al gedmetob tudent” again!

chlcly Naturc Wa”c
One of the first thfngs that intrigued me was her idea of having a weel(lg Nature Walk. |n the FNEU
(Farent’s Na’ciona| Education Union) schools set up bg Cl’xar|otte Mason, the students were taken each

week on a nature walk. | have to be honest here as | share with you that while this idea intrigucc{ me, it also
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intimidated me! We are intcnscl}j busg Pcoplc. ] could not Figurc any way to take more time for one more

thing...we”, until...

| ran across a book b3 Anna Comstock. She writes in her book HHandbook oz[Nature 5t‘u.:{g about
what she called a field excursion (trg that one for your record kccpingl), “]t is a mistake to think that a half

daﬂ is necessary for a field lesson, since a very efficient field triP may be made c{uring the ten or fifteen
minutes at recess.” Tl’xis was the ‘463! Mg ma)’or]coﬂgl |n the busgness of our clailg Iives, | was the very one

to Put off Naturc Walks and hikes because ] simPIg did not alwags have a whole afternoon to devote to

Nature Studg each week. Not to mention, we live in the Southcm umted Statcs where FIE AT and
T“IUM]DITY can stifle out any l’xope of a Nature Walk if you are as wimpg as | am! Put, comfort of all
comfort... Nature walks can bejust as simP!e orjus’c as comP|ex as we have time and energy for! T!’Ieﬂ can

take Placc at any time of the &ag and tl'lcg do not have to take all clay to instill the lessons that t]‘weﬂ pro-
vide! Yes, even | could do this!

T he Nature walk is meant to be leisurelg. Again, it is not a time for lectures or lessons by the parent.
Rather, it is a time for parents and children to break away from the old-grind to get out in (God’s beautiful
world. Just toc{ay, we only took 20 minutes to walk down the road and collect some Qpccn Annc’s Lacc
and Poison [Femlock. We brouglﬂt them back home, discussing and comparing them all the way. At home,
| brougl’xt out my /"]'ana%ook O)[Naturc 5tuc//'cs while theg were ]ooking at the two flowers. | simplg asked
them to notice more careFu”g the differences such as the leaves on the stems..what made them look like
lace from afar...the roots...and the tiny flowers, which make up the entire cluster. We read about this gor-

geous “weed” and were thankful that it was brought to America from Europel

Althouglﬁ our walk resulted in a 1csson, lessons are not necessary. ]n Fact, ours only resulted from our
quest for more knowledge. ] know ] shared above about my comPIete ignorance in the area of nature. This
is actua”y all for the best. [t limits my lectures and my explanations while teac!ﬁing the children how mom
finds out what she wants to know..| look it upl You know it is rea”g much, much better since my lack of

knowlcdgc forces me to disciplc my children in how to learn as we go a|ong!

]"‘linciranccs to Studying Nature...
Just as this ignorance is a great strcngtl‘n, it has also been a hindrance. | have often felt so overwhelmed

bg Nature Studics. ] have read so much about Nature Notcbooks which all seemed to tcrrhcg mc...SO

much work! My mother alwags secemed tojust “know” all about trees, flowers, Plants, animals, and birds! |

felt so dumb that it was very difficult to get interested in this one area that | so much wanted to learn
about! 50, my one hindrance has now become my biggestp/us as | have learned that it is Pcrpcct that | am
lcarning with the children. This whole process is showing them where to get facts, how to Icarn, and at the
same time developing c{eeP bonds with them as we learn all of these treasures together for the very first

time...even | can do this!
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This first hindrance leads me to another hindrance...too much Planningl | know you are saying, “Did l
read this right? T oo much Planning?” Yes, | do believe that this is one of my greatest hindrances. With a
true s’cuclg of Nature, P!arming is difficult. | alw335 think of the Scripture, ‘Manﬂ are tﬁcp[ans in a man’s
/warl; but it is the Lorc/’spurpose tﬁatprcvaf/s.” (Proverbs 19:21, NJV) This seems to be my life lesson!
Thc struggle between my P]ans and God's best is no less of a strugglc in the area of Nature Studics
than the rest of my life! For the greatest benefit, we simpb must have random, teachable moments in our
stuclg of God’s Creation! | hereis a|w335 somet}wing new that needs to be noticed. Flanning gets in the
way of |eaming as we go along the way.

| know what a stickler | am for going }33 the Plan that is in motion. Want to knock me off my rocker...test
my character? Change the Plan to look at a bug rather than collect leaves! (/7,6/7@./ /am /‘c.:-:v/‘/ggei'i'//“lgzéel'~
ter you alf) \We have simply put away the plans in exchange for letting the children discover the treasures
of (God that are to be our stuclgl So far, this is bringing more thanjust c{clight in |eaming; we are lcarning
recognition while becoming attentive to the little treasures in life! (God's best is truly better than all of my

best “aid” Plans!
Anothcr major hindrance has been my time! ] am often guiltg of Planning so much in our lives that l stay
on the go unless ] make a conscious effort to watch our schedule. ]F not, the first area that suffers is our

time for the beautiful tl‘aings in life.

| had a common misconception about Nature Studies. | have alwags thought that | needed to Plan for

an afternoon set asiclejust for our hikes, exPeriments, sketclﬂing, or enjogment of nature. T his isjust an-

other hindrance from getting in touch with (God’s creation! We do need a slow pace in order to have time
for anything beautiful in our homes, but it rca”g does not rcquirc a Planncd outing to get the benefits of a
Nature Walki We can simplg take the children a|ong on our dai|3 walk around our neigl’xborhooc{ (Grood
news! / read the other a/aﬂ that we can s/zaloe LIR /ust as well if we take a /e/sure/ﬂ stroll tﬁrou‘g/i our
nc{g/?éorﬁooc/ as we can if we do a power walk! Wﬁy not a/cvc/o/o rc/at/ons/ﬂps while c/cvc/olo/ng those

/cgs/) .

We can also go to the local Park‘ We love our local Parks here in the Qpacl Cities. T he Spring Park
(T uscumbia) has gorgeous ducks, geese, birds, and squirrels, which are very eager to take aff of your
scraps off of your hands. Thc Gatman Fark (Musclc 51’10a|s) and Vcteran’s Mcmorial F’ark (F]orcncc)
both have a wide variety of P]ants, trees, and birds. \We saw a very rare (in our areal) Woodpecker and his
sweetheart courting at the Gatman Farl( last summer. Don’t be fooled bﬂ the traffic of }wumans, these ani-
mals harc”g notice all of us for their interest in all the gooc{ies tl‘wey find after we leave. We often take a
Picnic lunch or even fast food for a moment out of doors at our Parks. V\/c found out that our local bread
store gives “da3~o|c{” bread away to those going to the Park. We usua”3 stop by there Forgoodies to take
along with us. We can have a re|a><ing time at the Park while taking advantage of the lessons waiting for us!
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All that is rca”g needed for Nature 5tuc{3 is consistency in using our time wisclg so that we can see all
of the beauty as the season’s change before our eyesl Whether a walk around our neighborhood, a Pic~
nic, or a formal hike, we can have the benefits as we consistentb take the time to get out-doors with (God’s

(reation!

As much as we enjoy our times that we have taken away for a Nature Preak, | rea”y think that the big~
gest hindrance to l’lavfng a set, consistent Nature Stuclg time has been my heart. |n my heart, | have rea”3
not t}‘nougi‘xt that Nature Studies were as vital and imPortant as all of the other things which we “make”
time forl l now believe that Nature Stuc{}j is vital to all of us if we ever want to getto know (God iﬂtimatclg.
] believe that satan would love to keeP us from nature. ] say this because he knows that Goc{ reveals so
much of [is C!’]aracter t}’nroug}ﬁ [His creation. |f he can discourage us from getting acquainted with Na-

ture, then he can in turn discouragc us from rea”g getting to know (God!

| thought about this a couPle of weeks ago as | watched our hen with her babg chicks. One of the
names of (God in [Hebrew is [7] Shaddai or in our Ianguage, A|migl’1t3‘ T his name teaches us of (God’s
qualitg of taking us under the shadow of [His wing much like a hen does with her chicks when in &anger or
just to nurture them as t}ﬁcg grow saFcly. This name also means “breasted one” much like a mother taking
her little infant to her breast for sustenance, nourishment, and comfort. As we take time to Poncier GOd’s
creation, we are able to see a Part of God that is revealed not bg mig]‘wtg words or lectures or sermons, but
rather only in the quictncss of nature. \We miss a Powcncul message }39 not taking time to Pondcr creation.
We miss that message that when we are weary, (God is our Sustenance. When storms of life are raging,
(God is our Protector from the winds and rains and dangers. When we are lﬂungrg and do not know where
to turn, that (God is our Frovider giving total Provision of our every need. Yes, my heart was the hindrance
from bcing able to access the very revelation of Almightg God!

What about you? Do you have a vision for getting to know (God better tlﬁrouglﬁ [His creation? Nature
Studics are a must! Tl‘lcg are a rich l‘weritagc from the throne of (God! Ti‘xeg are not an oPtion that we

canjust fit in #Fwe have time. Thcy are necessary to teach our children a full undcrstanding about (God.

Tl’ley are necessary if we are to have time with our children to pass on who we are as we go along the way.
Nature Studies are even necessary if we are to develop relationships with (God, nature, and one another!

May we catch a vision of the imPortancc of getting to know (God, (God’s creation and one another as we
enter into Nature Study...Thc FASY Wayl

il
D

Excerpted From /'/omcsc/roo//’ng T/n: Easﬂ Waﬂ Vo/umc 7, but we have LOTS of resources for those of
you ncec!ing a bit more }vclpl Takea Pcck at our Popular book Nature 5tuafg.“ T he Easy Way‘ Flus, the book
could not hold it all, so we also recommend our tape set b}j the same title! FLUS‘ We have other worksl—]op

tapes and even reProduciblc Packsl See our listir\g for more details!!
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Ideas for Nature Studg...
Bg Cinclg Rushton

Excerpted from T ime for T ea Kc/or/nl' Boo;é Vo/umc One

OK_....Hindrances aside, you are Fu”y convinced and now want to know how to do it? Lc’t’sjump into
some ideas for Nature Studies. Keep in mind that you migl—u’c want to i:)egin witlﬁjust ONE. tlﬂing.“the rest

are hcre)’ust for an abundance of many ideas! [Have fun!

v Fincl aspotto observe Nature that all of 30ur¥amily will cnjoy...Your Neighborhood, A Biking Trail,
/oo, Potanical (Garden, A Cangon, A Mountain T rail, The | ocal Park, T he River, Flanetarium,
Aquarium, Wlld LiFe Reguge, Arboretum, Vacation SPot, Living History Museum, A [riend’s
Ncighborhood, (randma’s Back Yard... Just start small. You can start with your own yarc{, a local
Park, an arboretum, hiking trails, or vacation spots. The Public P!aces usua”y have a hﬂ(ing map or
have the trees marked so there is no guesswork for novices! Don’t Forget to alwags ask for any
teacher lesson P!ans wherever you go. Our local aquarium gives wonderful handouts with coloring
sheets, information pages galorc, and actual study lcssonsjust for the askingl We also acquircd fan-
tastic booklets, books, posters, and information pages from local, state, and federal agencies. They

are thrilled 53 the interest and will even tell you about (or take 3ou1) to wonderful trails or sites in your

areal | he foresters are alwags Iooking for little hclpcrs to go Plant trees or help with their Projcctsl

All of these are wonderful outlets but it isjust as fun to start in your own 3arc{ because there are mil-

lions of treasures tl’xerejust for the noticing!

Dcvclop a Nature Notebook... T his need not be difficult. \We strugglcc] for years with the desire to
have beautiful sketchbooks like |~ dith ﬁoch’sA Country D/'a/‘y of an Ec/wara’/an Lac{g. Fina”y,

we decided ’cojust keep a Notebook that is much a like a cross between a scrapboo!( and our copy-~
books. (Look in the back of this issue for more about the How-to’s of a Nature Notebook!)

Start a Co"cc’cion! Collections teach much imcormany. Tl’\eg teach how to organize, label, displag,
and date materials gatl'lerecll T his is a natural Prcject that you will find the children doing on their own!
Your collections can be of anyt}‘ningl You may like to collect rocks, leaves, butterﬂics, Flowcrs, Pictures
of the sunset or sunrise, feathers, nature Poctry...thc list is unlimited! You can also swap or sell extras
from your collection to friends or Family ]ong distancel! They may not have the same treasures in their

back 3arc{ that you havel
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Set up a Seasonal T able. There are some great ideas in Victorian Fam//y Celebrations 59 Sarah
Ban Breathnach. Thisis a MUST for Mother Culturelll For your scasonal tab[e..just set up a
table or a shelf in your home that isjust for the Aisplag of treasures found outside t}wrouglﬁout the vari-
ous seasons, books that are favored read alouds each year during that particular season, or special
crafts made cspccia”y during that season! Decorate the table in different colors to go along with the
seasons! | et this be a Prcject for the children to keep up throughout the 3earl

chP a Nature bagbackpack rcaclg to go! [~ ssentials are your nature notebooks, field guic{cs,

Paints, Pcr\cils, camera...and snacks!

Do a Jree Stuclgl Trees are easy to begin with. Pick a tree and sketch the tree, its leaves, and its
blooms into your sketchbook. ]}C you are like me and not so good at skctching,Just take a Picturc‘. ln
your notebook add special details like the date, where you found it, common name and | _atin name for
the tree, and a description of the tree. You may want to describe the branches, bark, birds/insects
living in the tree, and the purpose of the tree!

Do an indoor terrarium or aquarium! Fcts n aJarB Seymour Simon has lots of ideas for how to
9 Y Y
setupa home and care for sPecia| pets such as chiras, Planarians, Pond Snails, \Water Bugs, T ad-
Po!cs, Newts, Toacls, I~ arthworms, Ants, Crickets} Fraging Mantes, Butterﬂics, Moths, Brinc
Shrim , Hermit Crabs, and Starﬁsh. You can find it at your local library! We currently have a cater-
p Y Y Y
Pi”ar and two Bumb!ebees in captivityl T!’xese critters are so neat to watch that you harc”y know you

are ]eamingl

Lcarn out of door Gcograp]*ng! (et to know firsthand about rivers, forests, mountains, beaches,

streams, wetlands, pastures, creeks! T his will come as you simplg get out-doors!

KCCP listst As you go along, you will see many thir\gs onlg once. KCCP lists of animals, birds, life cy-
cles, observations of animals, times for the rising and setting of the sun, temperatures, weather, re-

cords of experiments‘ \)ust l(cep cach list in the back of your nature notebook.

chP a Calcnclar! Thisis a gooc{ Prcject for the beginning naturalist! Just keep a simP|e calendar of

what is found/observed each Aay‘ Jt may be the first flower of the year, the first leaf to fall, the c133
the Puppics were born, and the clag you gota goatml(eep these memories!

E)cgin a Window 51” (Garden! [ ven if you are not on your own land or in your own home, you can
keep a window sill gar&en and en)’oy watcl’ling nature! | he children can have their own garden of
herbs, carrots, impatiens, geraniums, and marigolds right in your window! [t is such a delight to watch
flowers come up from seeds into their full fruit! We have also Plantcd flowers and herbs around the

house and around the base of our trees. These are fun to watch and enJij!

Want to teach direction? Just bug those little ones a compass and turn them loose outside!
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KecP on the look out for Nature Ar't! Our favorites are Tasha Tuc{or, Bcatrix Fotter, and Audo~
bon!

Make bird feeders orjust throw out bird feed! QOur birds, squirrels and even chickens | OV whole
wheat bread crumbs! Evcry morning ] have a fan club meet me at the door cxpccting their nutrition for

the dag! There are some wonderful ideas for maicing bird feeders in Kat]’)ryn [Howshall’s book Nature
Frojects orinany of the Boy Scouts of America literature!

Hunt for Nature Hgmns! Make a sPecia[ section of your Nature Notebook or Copgbookjust for
}‘bmns about (God’s beautiful creation! [Dont Forget to illustratel

Picnic anyone? Nothing is any more fun than a Picnic! Just Pack a basket full of lunch or a simp]c af-
ternoon tea to go! [Head out to your favorite spot witl’ljust your own sweet Familgl O)C course...you
should also think of your dear friends occasiona”g..ges, this is a hint! | am alwags up fora Picnicl Pic-
nics can also be outside your very own door..we | OV a picnic on our deck! We curl up on the

swing afterwards and eroﬂ the bcauty of nature while crjoyinggrcat conversation or our books!

Spcaking of a book..Dort {:orgct to grab a book to read out-of-doors! You may want to read a bi-
ography about the great men and women of science! (Go to your non-fiction section of the children’s
section of the library and load up on their neat books about anima!s...space... Plants.i.geographyl
Also, do not Forget the treasures found in the fiction section by authors such as (Gene Stratton Por-
ter, | asha | udor, Beatrix Potter, Jean Craighead (George and Sterling North!

Get a new Pctl Jn my “You know you are homeschoohng when...” column, ljoking]g shared that You
know you are lﬁomesclﬂooling when you have acquired a strange pet since you started Homesc]’xoo!ing‘
Well, we have had the joy of acquiring and growing to love quite a bunch of critters! We have had
c{ogs, cats, goats, birds (Cockatoo and (Cockatiels), hermit crabs, rabbits, chickens...the list is getting
50 long | am afraid you may start singing Old MacRushton’s had a farm! Pets are such an awesome
way to teach about (God’s handiwork while Ieamfng all about Nature imcorma”gl Go al’;eacl,jofn the

ranks of tried and true homeschoolers and acloPt a Pctl

SPcncl a day with the granclparcntsl Wha’c a treasure house of wisdom about nature! ]t may be a (Jag
of Fishing‘..or a clay working bees..ora c{ay in the garclcn‘..or a Picnic or hclping out with the chickens. |
guarantee that these memories will be the most treasured as thcy get older! | will always treasure mo-
ments with Mamaw Picl(ing berries or tencling the chickens or woricing in the flowers! Moments that are

arich Heritagel

Rich hcritage...that isjust what Nature Studies rea”9 are. Thcg are not an oPtion that we canjust fit in if

we have time. Tl’)ey are necessary to teach our children a fullness about GOd. Theg are necessary if we
are to have time with our children to pass on who we are as we go a|ong the way. Nature Stuclies are even

necessary if we are to clevelop rclationslﬂips‘ Yes, a rich lﬁcritagc is one of relationslﬁips...Nature studies

c{cvclops rclationships with (God, nature, and one another! r—iaPP}j T railst
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Nature Notebooks
Bg Cinclg Rushton

Anyonc familiar with the Rushtons is dcucinitclg familiar with our wide and varied use of notebooks in our
homeschool. Nature Studies is no different! For a [ong time | was frustrated when | would read about the
neat ideas for Nature \Jouma|5/Notebooi<s‘ | think it was because | did not take the ideas and applg it to
how we already do our notebooks with our children! We took the ideas from our usual copybooks mixed it
with some great ideas from Nature Joumals of the past and scrapbooks of toclag...and walal We have our
own Nature Notebook, which is very simple to begin and to i(eeP uPl

HCFC are some i&eas FOF making one OF EOUF OWn...

Let Notcbooking become a natural part of life. Recording may be encouragecl at the ]chirming, but
let it become their own Pcrsonal_journal and scrapbookl Tl‘ncg may work in it every clag orjust a few

times a month c{cPcnding on their interest!

Decide on your type of notebook that you would like to use. Man3 families keep sketchbooks, which
enable them to use watercolors or write. \We tried these but they were difficult to add our Copgwork,
poems, and Prcsscc{ spccimcns to. We decided to use the pages from our sketchbooks for Picturcs
anc{just mount them in our 3-ring binder. We bought a binder with the see~tl’1rough Plastic covers that
you can slide your own cover Picture into. We let the children Aesign their own cover for their note-
book by using these notebooks! They loved it! We also gave them plenty of page protectors to slide
their work into to protect it from smudgcs and too much Handhngl T!’ICH added pages from their origi-
nal copybook that had quotes, scripture verses, and poems with a Nature Subject. \/\/e are now rea”fj

l'uaving fun as we see them using their new ideas from scraPJ:)oo!(ing to add their own specia| touch to

their Notebooks!

| et your children set up their notebooks like their very own Scrapbook of Nature! (hances are you
already have many things that could be included in a notebook around your home without their own
spccial Placel | remember a dear friend’s mother who always instilled in her children (and me!) that there
must be a Place for evergthing and everything inits Placel Thisis the Perpect oPPortunitg to clevelop a
Place for those Nature goodies while cleveloping anice Product for displaging all that know!edge and

keeping memorabilial
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¢ You may want to include the go“owing in your notebooks...

Snapshots

Sketches...don't forget to include date, time, place, |_atin Name, and Common Name!
Pressed [Flowers, | eaves, [Teathers, Dutterflies, etc.

Reading | ists

Glossary of T erms Studied

Foetry

|nformation about discoveries
| ists of new Findings
[Handouts from triPS

Narrations from triPs, outings, hikes, Nature walks, books read about nature or

scientists/naturalists.

]nstruction Shccts on “r#]ow to Care for.” or “r]ow to Co”cct...” etc. (Kathrgn
[Howshall has an entire set of her nstruction Sheets called Nature Frcy’cctswl’xich is
great for the novice like me..but also a great idea for communicating all the children

know about a topic in Nature!

BoouetsmMg children began their Nature Studies bg makfng Booklets on topics such
as Rirds in M\gﬁackyard, which was a collection of sketches of birds we sPottecl

right in our front 9arc{l Theg researched the names of the birds, the nesting habits of
the birds, and their favorite foods. Theg sketched the birds and put the information
about the birds into their little booklets, which were made from ideas in Dinah Zike’s
Bgﬁook of Books and Activities. \N e soon had several to putinto their own binder
for sciencel |t may be that your child has such a decp interest in one part of nature

that they want to develoP a notebook}'ust for that such as Kathryn ﬁowsﬁa//’sb/ra’
Book and Buttcnc‘]yﬁook Thatis Perfecﬂg fine! Just Pfck a tonc and go!

Frcject Data...this may be from any cxpcrimcnts or]cromjust watching somcthing for

afew seasons to watch the changesl

Biblc \/crses...Wc include our Cop}jwork and memory work that relates to nature.
You may also want to include any word studies that theg do as they get older on Pible
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Verses. | hey may have Journaled meditations from their Quiet time and want to
y may ;

include them!

Hgmns

Stories..Nature, Pets, Mctaplﬁors, about Outingsl
Joumal I ntries

Details from Outings

Favorite Quotes about Nature

Rcacling | ists

Kesearclﬁ...gor the older students! Let them keep an additional copy of all research

papers and notes in their notebook.

Kepor’cs...again this is for the older students. Narrations are Prexcerab!e forthe
younger students since tl’xey will build their skills for writing and prepare them the
best for chorts and Research in the later 3earsl

Get Your Supplics...You will need a notebook, Plastic sleeve protectors, paper (Use Card stock
for mounting specimens orlined For\)oumahng, Copgwork, quotes, notes, or lists! You may want to
consider Acid free/lignin free paper if you are mounting pictures of your walks and findings!), sketch
paper for watercolor Pictures or sketches from nature, top qualitg sketch Pcnci[s, top qualitg watercol-
ors and brushes, index cards for data entries, and scissors!  \We are tal(ing our Science,/Nature
Notebooks one step Further now. [ lisabeth and | went to a Scrapbooking Workshop (which was
fantastic!) and got so many ideas for our homeschool notebooks! We decided that since MONEY
is an object for us that we would use our skills to add to our notebooks until we had the money for full
memory albums of our)camilgl We bought some pens, templates, scissors, stickers, and acidfree paper
from [Hobby [ obby, and Wal-Mart and got started! Maybe wild was the word! You can add alot of
life to your notebook with their special suppiics! | rea”g adds a sparklc to your notebooks and my
children are hooked! You can use Die-cuts, [Frames, Stencils, Shapes, and ec]gings ga!ore to make
your notebooks fun and beautiful! Mg children now }Jeg each weekend to work on our binders/

scrapbooksl

] sure hope this gives you P]ent3 of ideas so that you can make up Notebooks for your own gamilg‘ TI’ICI"C
is no certain way to do the “riglﬁt” notebook/sketchbook except your own way for your {jamilgl | }’IOPC this

jump-starts you so you can have fun and make a notebook that isjust riglﬁtforgourfamdgl

Catch Ya QOutsidel
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Making Memories At Thc Ma”!
Bg Cincl\g Rushton

There is somet}ﬁing about this time of year that always seems to do this to me...] i:)egin to wear red or
green FVERY dayl | HAVE . to have “cinnamon” waFting tl’xrougl‘n the air from the time | wake up until
those last moments ] have every dag dosing off to slccpl

I ven rigl’xt now, | am sitting in a big comFg couch, cuddled up with [Harold, [ lisabeth, and my clarh'ng
laptop..‘right smack dab in the middle of our new coffee s!‘wop in historic | uscumbia as gorgeous

(Christmas music P!ags on the Piano and | siP from my AWESOME. 5trawbcrr3~\/\/hitc Mocha
LATTE@m). [love the colors. | love the smells. | love the “cozyness” of this time of year!

Just SWE_E_T Memories...

| think it is because of the sweet memories that have been made over the years cluring this time of year.

Asfaras | can remember, my mother has Al WAYS made the WHOL }—xoliday season spccial—cvcrg
sing[c dag of it! Growing up, our Familg has alwags become their very best at the holidags! Laughtcr.

Those Family stories that | would DI over as a teen when theg were told, yet something now

CRAVE S to hearthem every sing!e year! T hose same old dishes, that now 53mbolize MY LIFE.

Oh, that is not alll | remember that first day | saw my darling sweetheart—two dags before (Christmas
back in 19841 Qur first date was on (Christmas Eve,Just as soon as we could break away from our
scparate families (Who would Figure that we were actua”9 beginning our OWN )Camily tradition that

gcar?l). Harolc{ Proposecl to me over C)‘wristmas 19851 We found out that we were exPecting our little

Matthew on!y days before (Christmas 1986! AND [ lisabeth was even conceived during the Christmas
season of 1 989!

The gigglcs. T he stories. | he adventures Fincling C}‘nristmas trees. | he hours }Jaking‘ Thc Iong car
rides looking at Christmas Iights on the way to see Grandparents. Ol’], the memories!

What about your hohclag time? Does it move your heart to think back over the memories? T owant to

MAKE_ sweet memories?

Well, this year, | dont know if | was getting the holic]ag sPirit earlg OR magbe (God hasjust been
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working on my heart all year roundj but Back in the carlg Fa”, God renewed my entire weary sPirit as f’ic
showed me the imPortance of making memories Al | year Iong...and in the oddest of Places, even the

MALL!
A Big Year! Big 5urPrisc:5!

This past year has been simplg beyoncl wonderfull We have had a nice balance of traveling and time to

O

NEXT 3carl>l QOur children have grown up SO much! We have been slowly transitioning into [Harold

coming home in retirement (so he thinks!il) tojoin our ministry full time as our new CE. (O And, we even

rc|ax, sPcncl time togctl‘ncr, and even time devoted to allowing me to write {we l‘noPe to have even more time

end this year buinng our new offices that we have dreamed of buildfng forten years on our Proper‘cﬂl

Midycar we did have a snag! Actua”y we did not know it was a snag, until the end. And even now, we
or119 view it all as a blessing...we”, let me exPIain. We were thrilled to find out in _June that we were
expectfng a little Rushton. Qur whole Familg was ecstatic! We immecliate!g began treatments with our
infertility doctor so we would ensure that every detail was being monitored. |n the midst of treatment, our
bloodwork revealed that | would need Frogcstcrone therapg (as | did with other Pregnancics that had
ended in losses) and the stunning news that | had Lupus Anticoagulant Antibodies resulting in a need for
additional therapy and accounting for many of the past losses. We were SO thankful to find this culPrit
and to be treating it earlg in this pregnancy. All was going great. We went through all of the treatments

and tests onlg to once again lose another little baby.

As you can imagine my heart was crushed. | was wore out. | he loss was cxtrcmclg Paimcu| and
cxhausting. But, that was not all. | was also faced with a need for surgery that would end this season of
childbearing. [t was all almost too much! Mg cup was empty and sitting under the tap was not seeming to fill
it fast enoughll

| am so thankful for the ministry of others at times like those. T he cards. T he big hugs. The shared

tears. | he letters. ] he prayers. Theg are all so Precious in the midst of the storms of life. Pain isjust 50

mucl’x more bearable Wl’lﬁﬂ 9OU can Iean on OH’I@FS.

Once again, the greatest ministry of all came from those the closest to me, my Prccious husband and
children. They were so gooc] to MAK . me rest and talk and even cry! But, the sweetest thing was a
little vacation...and the life lesson that came my way (Juring the triPI

A Little Vacation...

Ohne of the things that [Harold did in the midst of my recovery was to bring me along on his trip to
Florida, where he took (and Passcdl Hoot! Hootl) his Privatc Pi|ot test. | he trip meant a WHOLE
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week of rest and rcncwal, but ] had no idea how much ] would be renewed! ] had no idea that revival for my

weary soul was coming on thisjourneyl

The trip was wonderful. The whole way down to Orlando, we plugged in and listened through several
audio tapes that we had wanted to hear as a Familg. We brainstormed throug}ﬁ future Plans for our Familg,
ministry, and business ([Jarold will oFFicia113 retire in December and join our ministry as the BIG
BOSS. [t was incredible to have uninterrupted time to “pow-wow” as a Familgl But, the best l—uappened

while we were in Orlandol

[Harold got Permission for Matthew to attend the classes with him. During the classes, a Passion was
birthed in Matthew for aviation! (more on that in another article sometimel> [He mentioned to us last week

g and serve missionaries with that skilll

that the | ord was rea”y moving in his heart to finish training

(t”ia”c[ujahl) The guys had a blast—father and son Icarnir\g togcthcr and c{cvcloping intimacies togethcrl
But, that was not alll

We still have [ lisabeth and MIT_ (and the Point of this articlel)! Mﬂ goa] for the triP was to rest and
rca”yjust spcnc{ time with (God and my Familg. | took several writing Prcjccts to work on. Plus, LOTSof
books to read. (] a|wags over~Planl> | did no’clﬁing but the Primarg goal—regreslﬂing huh? Onb | did more of

it than | even could ever dream!
Thc Girls on the | oose...

T he first day, we got up, took the guys to breakfast, came back to the room and | did some writing while
[ lisabeth did her dailg lessons—found out later that she did them all for the week! At lunch, we “sPthCicd
up” (Dont think there is a spe”ing for that word. [t is a word my mom used to mean “got all dolled UP”> and
Picked the guys up for a nice lunch. After we took them back, we decided to drive to Starbucks for
coffee, but we got sidetracked by a Scrapbooking Store on the way! The most heavenly stop you could
imagine! Oh, we were not side-tracked that long, after that stop we were able to manage coffee for two
and a wonderful local Christian bookstore. \We were able to take our time and stop at AlLL of the Places
we WANTTED to stop at all along the way. We gigglec]. We talked. We had a “girLclag!” Or, 50 we
thoug]qtl

[ lisabeth is alwags the child of mine who has been more spontaneous than any child in the world could

ever be. Actua”g, | think that her idea of heaven is a MALL...HSS) mine is a DOOKSTORE!D Oh, |

used to love the ma”, when | could fit in the clothes they had for sale! Nowmwell‘..it isjust ajob now...not

that fun...| think it is those insulting numbers on the tag!

I lisabeth, as | said, | OVE.S the mall. Eveqd birtl’xciag for the last 12 years has been met with one

rcquest——go to the mall! I never “got” the mall thing‘ ]n Fact, ] wondered where she even learned there was a
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mall—she FAS been homeschooled all of these years! 5omething in hcrjust fell in love with the whole
atmosPhere. | never understood it. Well, until the triP to Orlando!

| did not mention that the first clay, we saw the mall, but did not have time to stop at it. [ lisabeth bcggecl
tojust go to the mall the next c{ag. Since it was OUR Pick for what would fill our dags that week, we

decided to venture to the mall.

We”, we got up the second dag carly again to carry the guys to }Jreakfast, then their class. Gctting

back in the car with ANOTHER “girLday” before us, | asked my little “qucex%xcorﬂch&c{ag” what she
wanted to do. ] have to tell you that Uust KNEW the dag would be spent at the mall if she had a choice!

Yes, there | was with silent dread as | asked her what \(DHE_ wanted to do! 5}16 looked clcep in my
eyes, smiled that Prccious little smile of hers, and said, “Well, | was thinking about...going back to slccp!”
[Hoot! [Hoot! [For the first time in lguess years, | went back to bed after | was PerFectly dressed and going
for the clag. We sleepilg dosed off while watc!ﬂfng the oldest movie on the cable television at that moment.

You will gigglc when you hear what was next! NoPc, not the malll But, instcad, we woke up and had 01119
10 minutes to get all the way to the guys for their lunch date with us!

We freshened up, but complctcly unable to hide the visible 4ook” oxcjust waking up, we Pickcd up the
guys and | could tell tl—)eg were Puzzled. You see, we looked like the image the world has of homemakers.

You know, sleepfng till noon, waking upjust in time for the soaps, and eating bon-bons at the MA] | !

AND, we did not even watch a Soap..‘or get to the ma”mYE_Tl ]n Fact, ] don’t even know WHAT a
bon-bonis, but | will take a 5trawbcrr9 White Mocha | atte ANY time of the dagl

There was sometl’xing almost gigglg about me. (Goodness, you know like a teen who did not have the
rcsponsibilitg for c&ucating her Jr‘ r—iigh and High SC}’lOOI student OK writing about the life of the goc”y
[lomeschool mom. We did not even crack a book that morning) We both snugglec{ up andjust simplg

SLEFTIN

| have to admit. | DID feel guilty. Always do when | do not match up to my “image” of what | should do in
a dag. Wc”, ] felt guilt\g until the guys asked us over Iunclﬁ, “Sooo, what have you two done all day?” To
REALLY get the context of this question, you would have to go back in time to Rushton ]:amily
Histor3 BC... Before Children. Before Homesc!ﬁooling the Children! T hose words were }Jig no-no’s

B

back then! |nfact, imagine that western drawl saying, “Them’s Fightin words, cowbog.
]tjust alwags seemed that my dags were never filled with anything worthg of an answer to such a r‘lAKD
question, well until we began to homeschooll After that Point, all | had to do was review myjourna| for lots

O]c WOFH’)W}’H’I@ answers.
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Thcrc we were, all four of us. Thc guys were studging “c{ceP things” like fundamentals of acrodgnamics,
meteorologg, federal aviation rules and regulations, Pilotage, navigation, aircraft systems, reciprocating
engine design and Per{:ormance, and so on. We went back to s|eeP...un’ci| magbe 12 minutes before TH

qucstionl

| did it! | told them the whole empty story! Matthew, my | 5~3ear~o|c| teenager, was stunned. Never heard
such a t}wing as ME s|eepingl }‘larold sat there and blessed me t}wrouglﬂ and tlﬂrougl’l when he }ﬁuggecl me
tight and said, “(Good for you! T hat is wonderfult | am SO glad?” [He knew that if there was one thing that
| NEVER did, it was to get cnough rest, much less without bcing sick! [e was so Proud that we were
l’laving fun and rea”y getting a real live break! Well, beloved, he had not secen notl’ling yet!

We had a wonderful meal, then we took the guys back to the old grincl, then back in the car... ] looked at
our little Princcss and asked that qucstion AGAIN. Oh, yea! T his time when | asked, “So what do
YOU want to do?” [ lisabeth Promptlg squealecl, “‘GOTOTHEMALLY |took off fora trip to the

mall that would change my Perspective of motlﬁering and life in generall | had no idea of the merits in a triP
to the malll Your whole life can be cl‘nangc& at the ma”——rca”gl Wcll, let me continue...

A” rea&y for a slﬂopping adventure down to our wa”dng shoes and “Fanng Packs,” Elisabetlﬂ and ]

}chan ourjoumeg of her dreams. |t did not take 20 minutes inside before we bcgan to gigg|e about some

of the new “stglcs.” ] was excited that we were |aughing AT thcm...thcg were so ugly that l would have
died if she had liked them! [ T hen, it beganl

The memories! lmparting my heart to hers. f’iearing, uninterruptcd }39 the whole world around me,
hcaring her heart! The more | heard her, the more she soaked me UPI | was about in tears, this was what |

rea”3 wanted in our relationship and so often | am too busg to have it!

| saw her through and through. My little girl is growing up so fast! | don’t have very much more time with
her at home. Qur rclationship will not a[ways be like it is today. | want a firm foundation for her to grow
upon. | want a strong tie between us as best-friends as she steps into womanhood. ]Just xcorget what |
rea”g want in the middle of my every clag life. | get so caught up in the STUFF on my calendar and in the
daily routine that | do not have time, that kinda TIM[, with her. |t all gets mundane, empty, a passing of
c{ags...éags without making a memory for life! There | was in the middle of the MAIL |, cxPericncing
REVIVAL!

O]’], we had a blast! Time went bg so fast that we were ALMO&T late again to get the guys! No

worries, | made it there on time, on two of the four whcclsﬁsaving tread???

Wl’lﬁﬂ we showed up, it was written ALL over our face! ] knew from the moment that Harolci saw me
that he could tell what ] had been up to!
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[1e asked that qucstion again, this time with a sparkle in his eyes that said he was very, very Pleasec{,
you know THAT question, “Soooo, what have you two done all day?” | gigg|eci and slowlg recappec{,
“Got uP...took you guys to breakfast..went back to bed——ALL MOKNING....tooX( you two to lunch
and back to class...thennnnn...we went to the MAL | 1 [ e leaned over and gave me a great big kiss and

said, “(Good girll | am Proud of you! 50 very Proudl” Hc could tell that his prayers for my week were bcing

answered!

What did we do the rest of the week? Wcll, the next ciagmwe got up and did it all again! We made

memories!

| rca”g think that Iooking back over our entire marriage...over all the years of motherhood...over all of the
spccial “clags” that we have made memories t}'lroug}‘uout the gcars“.tl‘nat week was one of my favorites ever!
No agcnc{as. No cxPcctations. No rcsponsibilitics. No Plans. No real Prchrenccs. Just my Family. Just
doing “our” thingl

] have thoug}‘nt about it over the last few months. ] do not go to the mall enoughl ] do not cuddle up to
slecp in cnough! | do not laugh cnough. | do not let the world go by while ] make the memories that will be
with me long after the rest of life goes bg.

This New Ycar, know what MY first resolution is? To make MOKE memories, more o]thn...magbc
even IN THE MALLY

< tell you the truth, unless you changc and become like little children, you will never enter the kingciom of
heaven. T herefore, whoever, humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingclom of heaven”
Matthew 18: 2b-4






